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Fossil energy is dirty. Its continued use 
is making an already bad situation 
worse. That humanity needs to grow its 
technology beyond reliance on fossil 
fuels is obvious in the face of the 
debilitating effects of their contribution 
to the vagaries of climate change. 
Industries across the world need urgent 
decarbonisation and transition to clean 
energy – and fast! What is under debate 
are the modalities of the transition. 
They have to be reasonable. Just too.

The concept of a just transition — that 
the shift to a sustainable economy must 
be a shared global responsibility, that its 
benefits must be distributed fairly and 
that communities should not be worse 
off as a result — is particularly impor-
tant in the African context. Africa is at a 
crossroads. The continent’s transition 
away from fossil fuels is fraught with 
difficulties and there arises the dialogue 
for a fair and just transition. The 
continent accounts for just 3.8% of 
global greenhouse emissions, yet it is 
bearing the brunt of some of the worst 
impacts of climate change.

In this light, while developed econo-
mies are prioritizing reducing carbon 
emissions, African countries are still 
grappling with accessing affordable 
energy. Philippe Valahu, CEO of 
Private Infrastructure Development 
Group, an infrastructure-focused 
development and finance organisation 
that works in developing economies, 
was recently quoted by The Banker 
noting that more than half a billion 
people do not have access to electricity. 
“This is a continent where more than 

500 million people don’t have access to 
electricity. To give a more specific 
statistic, that includes almost 60% of 
medical clinics not having access to a 
regular source of electricity. So, there 
are some massive needs,” Valahu said.

Zimbabwe is particularly in a catch-22 
scenario with regards to balancing 
“cleanness” and accessibility of energy 
as well as leveraging on fossil fuel for 
economic development. The country is 
presently celebrating the discovery of 
huge reserves of fossil fuels which is 
characterized by billion-dollar invest-
ments in its coal-powered electricity 
generation plants in Sengwa, Gokwe. 
Similarly, the Southern African nation 
is also basking in the pride of Oil and 
Gas discoveries within the Muzarabani 
escapement. This, clearly sets it apart 
from other countries in the global south, 
at least on a national level. 

Fossil fuels may be dirty but they have 
the potential to completely transform 
the small southern African country’s 
economy and meet its socio-economic 
obligations to millions of its citizens 
who need social security protection and 
jobs as it battles over 80 percent 
unemployment and deepening poverty. 
Fossil fuels have allowed most devel-
oped countries to grow their economies 
and attain the levels of development 
they are currently enjoying albeit at a 
huge cost to the environment. This 
transformative power is beyond 
question when one looks at the Middle 
East where plain deserts have been 
transformed into mega-cities. Ordering 
an indiscriminate ban on fossil fuel 
across the globe would be good for the 
environment but catastrophic to billions 
of people in the Global South where the 
majority of the poor are.

Besides deterring the countries that are 
still discovering fossil deposits from 
raking in billions in energy sales, 
transitioning to renewable energy 
comes at a cost and most developing 
countries can ill-afford it. 

At a more local level, the falling prices 
of renewable energy solutions have 
shown their potential for a successful 
energy transition and electrification of 
Global South countries. The increasing 
affordability of decentralised renewable 
energy solutions and solar home 
systems is an indication of this. This 
opportunity is however not being fully 
utilised. Lack of appropriate and 
affordable financing options for people 
most marginalised is a key challenge, 
stresses Catherine Adelmann, founder 
of Fosera an off-grid solar company 
which designs and manufactures 
Pic-Solar-Home-Systems for rural 
electrification. By creating reasonable 
financing schemes for individuals and 
small-holder farmers as well as subsi-
dies for the most vulnerable groups 
developing countries can support the 
energy transition in rural areas and 
contribute to local economic develop-
ment, Adelmann argues.

But the argument of renewable energy 
as cheaper is not entirely unanimous 
and beyond dispute. The poor often 
bear the larger cost of energy with 
electricity and transportation increases 
constitute a large portion of their 
expenses than the wealthier. During a 
Dialogue and Exchange Program on 
Understanding our role in Climate 
Justice hosted by the American Friends 
Service Committee, Olivia Hanks from 
Quakers in Britain posits that turning to 
alternative energies is already hurting 
the poor in Spain and Germany with 

rising taxes and electricity costs as 
governments remove subsidies from 
fossil fuels according to environmental-
ist. 

“The fact is that electricity prices are 
rising and investing in renewables 
requires more funding that must come 
from taxes or carbon credit investment 
but that too is a tax.  Already economies 
of Spain and Germany are severely hurt 
from this investment and my point is 
the poor pay the brunt of that,” said 
Hanks.  She argues that huge invest-
ments in renewable energy has driven 
up the cost of energy despite the 
appearance of it appearing cheaper 
which she notes is because of the work 
of lobbyists.

“Anything can through lobbying effort 
and bias be made to look cheaper but 
the fact that electricity prices have risen 
substantially in the countries that have 
invested heavily in renewables is the 
proof in the pudding and shows the best 
representation of the true facts.  
“Investing more will only aggravate the 
situation even more and the disparity 
between the percentage of income spent 
on energy by the poor,” Hanks said. A 
balanced approach to energy transition 
that incorporates every factor and pays 
particular attention to the poor in 
developing countries in the Global 
South would ensure a just shift. This 
may need to be done with great care 
and in stages to ensure that the pursuit 
for clean energy does not undermine 
Africa’s ability to meet its equally 
important sustainable development 
goals.

The pursuit of a
just energy transition: 
Africa’s Paradox
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across the globe would be good for the 
environment but catastrophic to billions 
of people in the Global South where the 
majority of the poor are.
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comes at a cost and most developing 
countries can ill-afford it. 
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Poor disaster risk management exposes 
Zimbabwe’s Institutional weakness in dealing 
with Climate Change 
Poor disaster risk management exposes 
Zimbabwe’s Institutional weakness in 
dealing with Climate Change 
Hundreds of homesteads are still 
patched on steep slopes across Chiman-
imani’s mountainous terrain – dangling 
dangerously in harm’s way. A repeat of 
a weather event in the magnitude of 
Cyclone Idai which dumped record 
rains that triggered mudslides and 
floods that claimed the lives of over 
700 people on March 15, 2019 is 
certain to be equally devastating. 
Government, it appears, only moved 
those at whom the global media had 
spotlighted – Ngangu and Kopa 
survivors. This is against increasing 
incidences of climate induced disasters, 
notably the South Africa’s recent 
mudslides that claimed over 400 people 
last month following unprecedented 
heavy rains largely affecting shanty 
towns. The settlement patterns of both 
regions are strikingly similar.

No lessons appear to have been learnt. 
South Africa’s catastrophe does not 
appear to have served as a reminder of 
thousands of locals’ vulnerability. Ms 
Chidhakwa, a fruit vendor at Skyline, 
Chimanimani who lives on a north-fac-

ing drop about 200 metres from her 
vending post has never been informed 
of any plans to relocate her despite her 
home being missed with a mudslide. 
“We just shifted a few metres from 
where we used to stay but there hasn’t 
been any communication of our 
relocation,” Ms Chidhakwa said. 

She shares the same fate with hundreds 
of villagers across the district. Stella 
Mwareya’s house in Muchadziya was 
partially destroyed by mudslides but 
she continues to live in the cracked 
house. “My name was recorded among 
those whose houses were destroyed but 
we have not heard anything concrete 
with regards to relocation,” Mwareya 
said. Just over 200 families have 
benefitted from the housing units in 
Chimanimani from over a thousand 
families that were affected initially. 
Many have melted back into the 
communities despite having taken up 
shelter in tents at some point after the 
disaster.

Some of them did not find the idea of 
relocation palatable. There is however 
little to envy for those who were moved 
out of harm’s way to flat terrain. Many 

are locking their doors and going back 
to Chimanimani and Rusitu valley to 
rent rooms to continue with their hustle 
as promised irrigation projects are yet 
to be completed. “I know of at least two 
relatives who have come back and are 
now renting in their old neighbourhood 
because they feel the new settlements 
are not yet sufficiently supported with 
income generating projects to sustain 
them,” Lorraine Sithole a Ngangu 
resident said.

They are effectively back in harm’s 
way. Zimbabwe, it seems, is in no better 
state to deal with climate induced 
weather extremes beyond communities’ 
collective sense of vulnerability with 
news of tropical cyclones and depres-
sions bringing with it anxiety. With 
over 340 people still to be accounted 
for since the 2019 national disaster 
survivors of the extreme weather event 
remain on edge psychologically. Only 
this year they felt threatened by two 
monster storms – that were only later 
downgraded to tropical depressions. 
Even then, they never felt safe. As if to 
confirm, it was a tropical depression 
that killed the over 400 in South Africa.

Climate change threatens food security 
Climate change will exacerbate hunger and poverty for marginalized communities through disrupting
means of access, availability and adequacy of food. Initiatives that promote equality, resilience and
adaption are a matter of urgency.  

#resiliencenow
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Join the Mwaka Hub
Are you a journalist, creative, artist, social activist or tech? Are you interested in being part of a movement that 
promotes climate justice, just energy transition and sustainable environmental governance? 

Please join us and be part of the Mwaka Climate Hub by sending your profile to 

mwakaclimatehub@gmail.com 

About Mwaka Climate Hub

Mwaka Climate Hub is Green Governance Zimbabwe Trust’s new innovation comprised of a physical and 
digital space designed to create a safe space for climate activists and environmental human rights defenders 
create solutions and influence policies relating to the climate and environmental issues facing our societies 
today. Through responsive troubleshooting, skills and strategy sharing, and other capacity-building activities, 
its mission is to help organizers find their way to building a critical mass of engaged people who are working 
towards a environmental protection, climate justice and just transition. The hub targets young people who are 
journalists, creatives, artists, activists and techs to be involved in driving solutions, develop ideas and shape 
local and regional climate policies. It also equips activists with skills to promote local level accountability in 
climate and natural resource governance. 

Vision: A safe space for climate activists and environmental human right defenders to promote sustainable 
environmental and climate governance 

Mission: To help youths, innovators and climate activists to find their way on building an informed critical 
mass of engaged people who are workinga towards a just transition, climate justice and sustainable 
environmental governance

A community driven
climate initiative

@mwakahub @mwakahub Mwaka Climate Hub


