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PRISON conditions should not be an additional 
punishment. The prison sentence is the sanction: it holds 
an individual accountable for their actions and protects 
society. 

It deprives someone of their liberty and impacts on 
certain other rights, such as freedom of movement, 
which are the inevitable consequences of imprisonment, 
but people in prison retain their human rights and 
fundamental freedoms.

However, in reality prisons in Zimbabwe do not 
meet even the most basic of standards as arrested 
Amalgamated Rural Teachers Union of Zimbabwe 
(ARTUZ) members during their 5-day detention in 
the capital, Harare.

Sixteen ARTUZ members were arrested during a 
protest to demand improved working conditions, 
including the pre-October 2018 United States dollar 
salaries.

However, as ARTUZ members found out, living conditions 
in prisons in the country are deplorable. People are 
detained in inhumane detention conditions, and in 
crowded cells.

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the dire need to reduce 
prison overcrowding and improve prison conditions 
globally. Ensuring humane prison conditions that are 
in line with international and regional standards for the 

treatment of people detained is key to the establishment 
of fair and effective criminal justice systems.

But it was not the case as ARTUZ members discovered 
during their detention. In this edition, we carry excerpts 
from ARTUZ president Obert Masaraure’s narration of 
the prison ordeal to expose the conditions that prisoners 
are exposed to in the country.

It is for this reason that we call on authorities to improve 
prison conditions by among others improving sanitation, 
training staff on human rights, developing needs and 
risk prisoner assessment and classification systems and 
streamlining case file management processes.

The Government is obliged to ensure that detainees 
are treated humanely as they have human rights in line 
with local, regional and international institutes on the 
treatment of detainees and prisoners.

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the dire 
need to reduce prison overcrowding and 
improve prison conditions globally. Ensuring 
humane prison conditions that are in line 
with international and regional standards for 
the treatment of people detained is key to the 
establishment of fair and effective criminal 
justice systems.
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By Staff Reporter

THE Amalgamated Rural Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (ARTUZ) has 
been inspired by the recent arrest of its members to continue pressing 
the government for better pay and improved conditions.

Sixteen ARTUZ members were detained for days in remand prison after 
their arrest in Harare where they had staged a protest demanding United 
States dollar salaries.

On Saturday, the ARTUZ leadership descended in Chivhu as they forged 
ahead with the #SaveOurEducationZw campaign to press authorities to 
redirect more funding to education.

The campaign was launched recently in Bulawayo where the ARTUZ also 
petitioned Parliamentarians on the need to save the education sector 
which suffers government neglect.

“State media says we are predators on the prow. To the contrary, we 

are patriots fighting to save a collapsing education sector. Citizens are 
joining the fight to rescue education,” the ARTUZ said on Saturday.

“Voting for leaders who prioritise education is one way to 
#SaveOurEducationZw. We are not moved by the panic shrill from the 
States’ propaganda machinery. We are duty bound to make this republic 
inclusive for its entire people.”

Schools remain closed after acting president Constantino Chiwenga 
who also doubles up as Health and Child Care minister postponed the 
re-opening of schools for the first term by three weeks citing COVID-19 
fears.

Schools were initially scheduled to open on January 10.

But the ARTUZ has been clear in condemning the failure to re-open to 
schools. The ARTUZ has said this showed that the government is not 
serious about addressing the problems dogging the problems dogging 
the education sector.

By Staff Reporter 

AMALGAMATED Rural Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (ARTUZ) leader 
Obert Masaraure has narrated the abuse, torture and inhumane 
treatment subjected to members of the association in remand prison 
recently after their arrest.

Overcrowding, poor sanitation and a poor diet among other ills 
confronted the sixteen ARTUZ members during their detention in 
remand prison.

Below, are the excerpts from the prison ordeal -
 
Torture after arrest:
 
“As we approached the police post, we heard the blood-chilling sound 
of a gun being cocked. We turned around and we saw a police officer in 
uniform. He instructed us to lie on the ground. We lied on our bellies 
and he used his radio to signal more police officers to come

“Within minutes more police officers had turned up, some in uniform 
and more in civilian clothing. We were tied together with a rope. They 
proceeded to assault us with baton sticks. We remained on our bellies 
enduring each stroke as it came. The beatings got worse as they even 
kicked us all over our bodies, including our faces. I sustained facial 

Arrest of ARTUZ Members Inspired Us – 
Teachers

ARTUZ President 
Narrates Prison 

Ordeal

News

injuries from the assault.  

“We were ordered to run around the park. Our bodies were on fire from 
the beatings but in the face of armed police we had no choice but to 
push ourselves to run. We ran around Harare Gardens for an estimated 
30 minutes. Even as we ran out of breath we could not stop, fearing 
further assault or even worse. Finally a truck arrived and we were forced 
into it.”

Denied Access to Lawyers, and Overcrowded cells:
 
“When we arrived at the police station we were denied access to our 
lawyers, food or water. At the police station, we met seven more of our 
comrades, one male and six female. We were all interrogated for what 
seemed like hours, and at this point we were losing track of time. After 
this, that is when we managed to speak to our lawyers and only got 
medical attention for injuries resulting from the assault at close to 8pm.  
No charges were brought against us but we were thrown into a cell. 
The cell was overcrowded and conditions very unsanitary with flowing 
sewage. The smell was unbearable. We spent the night in that cell.  
 
Cooked Up Charges:
 
“After their futile attempt to gather any evidence that could be used to 
charge us, they contemplated releasing some of us. That was not to be, 
they cooked up a charge against us in the end. They invoked Section 37 
of the Criminal Codification Act and charged us with participating in a 
public gathering with the intention to cause public violence, breach of 
peace and bigotry. This was only 24 hours after our arrest. But during 
these 24 hours, no public violence had taken place and the only people 
who had breached the peace were the police officers who had attacked 
us. 
 
Poor Diet:
 
“The food at the prison was hardly fit for human consumption and there 
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By Staff Reporter 

THE Amalgamated Rural Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (ARTUZ) 
#EDUVOTE campaign went a gear up last week with the association 
engaging rural communities across the country on the right to education. 
The ARTUZ team met rural communities in Zaka, Kariba, Chikomba, 
Binga and Chipinge raising community consciousness on the need to 
prioritize education. 

The campaign seeks to raise awareness on the need to register to vote 
and take part in national processes that shape the national discourse.
“The response was overwhelming and there was genuine interest in the 
matter at hand especially after parents saw for themselves the disastrous 
response mechanism for education in times of a national disaster with 
learners especially in rural areas who do not have the financial capacity 
to access online learning or one on one tutorials,” the ARTUZ said in a 
statement. 

“Learners have lost two years and counting yet the inhabitants of 
the visited areas have never been engaged by their elected official on 
position to do with alternative forms of learning for their children.” 

Schools remain closed over COVID19 fears. 

Last week, acting president Constantino Chiwenga issued a directive 
banning face to face learning at schools, raising concern that the 
reopening of schools would be further delayed. 

The ARTUZ said, during engagements with rural communities, its 
members emphasized “the need to register to vote and the need to 
vote for an official who has education as one of the cornerstone of their 
manifesto.

“The atmosphere was one of excitement mixed with an element of 
fear due to the hostile political environment of rural communities in 
Zimbabwe, however people were keen to hear the message and vowed 
be a vote for education.”

The ARTUZ has said it will rally communities in its advocacy campaigns 
aimed at addressing teacher grievances including the state of the 
country’s education sector.

ARTUZ #EDUVOTE Campaign Goes A 
Gear Up

Closing Private Schools Not The Answer

News
was a real fear that it could make one sick. There were 65 inmates in 
this cell initially designed for 20 people. The putrid smell of sweat in a 
crowded small cell housing 65 grown men was unbearable. The heat and 
the sweating felt exactly like what it was, a punishment that we were 
being subjected to without the benefit of a trial. 
 
Poor Profiling

“The prison processes are chaotic and every stage is characterised 
by unnecessary delays. We arrived at court at almost 10 am when the 
hearing had been scheduled for 830 am. This meant we missed the 
actual hearing and we were advised that the ruling had been scheduled 
for 1415 that afternoon. At the appointed time, chaos prevailed again 
and they could not even get us into the courtroom to hear our ruling. We 
were right in the courthouse building but for some reason they failed to 
get us in place in time.

By Staff Reporter

THE Amalgamated Rural Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (ARTUZ) has 
condemned the closure of private schools in Harare as meaningless 
without adressing problems affecting the public education system.

Atleast 48 private school owners have been arrested, and 66 private 
schools closed by the Primary and Secondary Education ministry on 
allegations of operating illegally. The ministry has threatened to close a 
further 400 private schools over licensing issues. 

A number of private schools have sprouted across the country 
providing relief to learners as the country’s public education system is 
overstretched, and lacks basic learning material like text textbooks.
In a statement, the ARTUZ said closing private schools without 
addressing the public education system crisis is akin to ‘throwing the 
baby with the water.’

“As a union, we have been very clear from the onset that we would 
want to see all schools being public schools so as to equalize learning 
opportunities between the haves and have nots. “However, our 
government has consistently failed to improve the welfare of the 
education sector by building more schools hence at the moment what 

they are doing is consistent with throwing the baby with the water,” the 
ARTUZ said. ARTUZ said what is required are concrete resolutions and 
improvements of the public education system before any radical action 
is taken that benefits no one. 

“What is even more shocking and appalling is the lack of coordination, 
consultation and application of basic common sense to the realities we 
are currently living under in light of COVID19 in which health experts 
are encouraging responsible authorities the world over to decongest 
schools so as minimise the transmission of the virus,” ARTUZ added. 

“The conondurum in Zimbabwe now is a situation where the government 
has failed and is failing to build more schools or let alone improve 
existing infrastructure yet they are ordering the same schools that are 
complementing government efforts to close down under 48hours.”

Most of the country’s public schools were built in the 1980s, and some 
during the late Ian Smith colonial era. In rural areas, learners have to 
walk several kilometers to the nearest schools, most of which have poor 
or zero learning infrastructure. 

In some of the rural schools, lessons are conducted under trees.
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Of teachers salaries (USD540), 
Nyaradzo Funeral Services hikes and 
urgent schools opening in the face of 

COVID-19

The struggle for better salaries have always been at the 
centrepiece of our struggle as teachers for right now we are 
living like paupers with no reprieve in sight for years now we 
have been demanding a dignified salary and better working 
conditions but the response has always been the same from 

the employer. 

The government has successfully destroyed the scope and nature of 
labour through their unilateral and command element, last week riot 
police tortured our members who were demanding restoration of 
usd540 and better working conditions during the NJNC meeting but 
our members led by President Masaraure were brutalised and heavily 
beaten for camping outside NSSA building.

After the NSSA debacle and incarceration of our comrades the day 
the NJNC met and came out with no resolution at all and they seemed 
oblivious to the poverty that civil servants are going through and now 
Nyaradzo funeral services have effected a 500 percent rise for a policy 
shareholder who had been paying 200rtgs and will now be paying 12 
000 which the company has blamed on the rising cost of living and an 
unstable currency. 

This is the perfect reflection of the results of a government not willing 
to see the reality on the ground, now for a teacher who receives around 

18 000to 30 000rtgs to have more than 75 percent go towards a funeral 
cover is not just heart breaking but entirely unacceptable. 

The government of Zimbabwe have taken us on a ride for far too long 
and this can no longer be tolerated or made to appear normal, we should 
all rise and demand an end to such madness.

In light of schools opening it is rather disturbing to think that we are 
still at the same point as we have always been for the past two years of 
this pandemic and we are still grasped by the same situation we faced 
when the pandemic started. 

Learners have lost valuable learning time for a long time already and for 
the government to keep on playing politics with the education sector 
is ill advised and not necessary, as a Union we call upon the urgent 
opening of schools with proper precautionary measures (which should 
have been put in place two years ago), mass testing of learners, teachers 
and school staff and a serious voluntary vaccination campaign.

Change can be slow and ponderous but when things come to a head 
it can be sudden and instant, the passion which as teachers we use to 
teach we also need the same zeal towards fighting for our welfare, 2022 
is a fighting year and we will never give up.
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