
CHIPINGE-Children are taking the lead in pointing 
out the evils of child marriages in an area where 
many of them are forced to abandon school to assume 
motherhood.

Chipinge district in Manicaland province is one of the areas worst 
affected by child marriages, a problem that has worsened since 
the outbreak of coronavirus and subsequent government enforced 
lockdowns and economic problems.

As part of efforts to eradicate the scourge, Zimbabwe Lawyers for 
Human Rights (ZLHR) in partnership with Platform for Youth and 
Community Development (PYCD) decided to engage school children 
by introducing an essay competition focusing on child marriages in 
Chipinge district.

Students drawn from Chipangayi, Rimbi, Checheche and Takawira 
High schools participated in the competition under the topic: “Child 
marriages, causes and effects. Towards ending child marriages by 
2030”.

The quality of entries was high, judges of the schools essay competition 
said, highlighting how young people could turn from victims to 
become effective agents of change. Out of the 37 participants, three 
emerged as the best.

“Chipinge District was particularly chosen because of the high number 
of child brides and the impact of early marriages in that community,” 
said Peggy Tavagadza, ZLHR Regional Manager for Manicaland and 
Masvingo provinces.

Tavagadza said a call for interested young people in schools to 
participate was made in June 2021 with the assistance of PYCD, a 
community-based organisation.

The schools essay competition not only provided young people an 
opportunity to proffer solutions, but, also be part of documenting the 
actual impact of child marriages as experienced and seen from the 
young people’s lenses, said Tavagadza.

“The schools essay competition also availed, through the prizes given, 
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an incentive for the young people to engage in national processes and 
discourses so that their voices are amplified, counted and heard,” 
Tavagadza said.

The objectives of the competition were to interrogate perceptions of 

young people on effects and impact of child marriages in Zimbabwe, 
to provide a platform for secondary students to write and possibly 
proffer solutions towards ending child marriages by 2030 and to 
gather evidence on the experiences of young people and access the 
factors they believe should be addressed to end child marriages. 
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competition aimed at raising awareness on 
the dangers of child marriages and to sensitise 
communities on the law regarding child marriages.

The schools essay competition, organised by 
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR) 
in partnership with Platform for Youth and 
Community Development Zimbabwe (PYCDT) 
and was supported by the Royal Netherlands 
Embassy, was held for schools in Chipinge district 
in Manicaland province, one of the areas recording 
high numbers of child marriages. 

Mufambi received US$150 for tuition fees, 
US$100 for uniforms, US$50 for stationery and 
a shield after a panel of five judges that included 
two secondary school teachers, a lawyer and a 
community development worker declared her the 
winner.

Precious Majede of Rimbi High School came out 
second. She received US$150 for tuition, US$100 
for purchasing school uniforms and a shield for 
her efforts. Nyasha Mandiyamba of Chipangayi 
High School received US$150 for tuition fees and 
US$50 worth of stationery and a trophy for coming 
out third.

At prize giving ceremonies held separately 
at Chipangayi High School and Rimbi High 
School, the three winners read out their essays 
in front of their peers, teachers, members of the 
school development committee, their parents 
and members from PCYDT, who included Claris 
Madhuku, the organisation’s Team Leader and 
Director, Cynthia Gwenzi, the Gender Wellness 
and Advocacy Officer and Allan Murozvi, the 
Gender Wellness and Advocacy Assistant Officer. 

A delegation from ZLHR, comprising of board 
member Langton Mhungu, Roselyn Hanzi, 
the Executive Director, Peggy Tavagadza, the 
Regional Manager for the organisation’s Mutare 
office, which covers Manicaland and Masvingo 
provinces, ZLHR Programme Lawyer Moses 
Chikomo, ZLHR Programme Officer Kennedy 
Majamanda and Kumbirai Mafunda, the 
organisation’s Communications Officer. 

Chipo Mufambi aged 15 years, who is a Form 
3 student at Chipangayi High School, received 

US$150 for tuition fees, US$100 for uniforms and 
US$50 for stationery for coming out first. Nyasha 
Mandiyamba, a Form 3 student at Chipangayi 
High School aged 16 years received US$150 for 
tuition fees and US$50 worth of stationery for 
settling for third position.
From Chipangayi High School, the ZLHR 
delegation went to Rimbi High School to present 
another prize to Precious Majede, a Form 6 student 
aged 19 years, who came out second from the 
competition. She also read her essay in front of her 
peers and received US$100 for tuition, uniforms 
in the sum of US$100 and US$50 for stationery.

“I want to be a lawyer,” Mufambi, the winner 
told The Legal Monitor after the ceremony, 
adding that the competition had inspired her to 
commit more energy to schoolwork to achieve her 
dreams. The essays underscored the students’ deep 
understanding of issues related to child marriages. 
The judges said the candidates showed that they 
were well versed with the causes, effects and 
solutions related to child marriages.

“The most touching part is that the learners 
have their colleagues who are victims of these 
disheartening acts particularly the girl child,” 
said Peggy Tavagadza, ZLHR Regional Manager 
for Manicaland and Masvingo provinces. 
The participants managed to list the causes of 
child marriages, which include poverty, lack 
of education, religious beliefs, peer pressure, 
customary laws and beliefs, greed, rigidity and 
ignorance. 

On the effects of child marriages, most participants 
managed to identify the following effects: 
emotional trauma, dropping out of school, 
domestic violence and health complications when 
giving birth. On solutions on how to curb child 
marriages by 2030, many participants suggested 
the following:

• having a holistic approach where every 
stakeholder is involved, which includes, 
learners, parents and guardians, the 
community, government, the teachers, non-
governmental organisations, lawyers and the 
media

• awareness campaigns

• harsh penalties for paedophiles

And the winners are…CHIPINGE-Joy and celebration 
characterised the prize giving 
ceremony held in Chipinge, where 
three students from Chipangayi 
High School and Rimbi High School 

emerged as winners of a schools essay competition 
under the topic “Child marriages, causes and effects. 
Towards ending child marriages by 2030” from 37 

students, who participated.

Below, The Legal Monitor captured the award 
ceremony which was attended by students, teachers, 
parents, community leaders and representatives 
from Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights and 
Platform for Youth and Community Development.


