
 

 

 

The deployment of the army to clamp down 
protests threatens to create a subject 
political culture where timid citizens watch 
the state conversion into a complete 
authoritarian regime. Since the lockdown 
began, there has been a worrying trend of 
state security brutality in communities who 
are caught in streets struggling to make 
ends meet. The 31st of July 2020 prompted 
a reiteration of the harrowing experience 
which has become a usual output of any 
army deployment in communities of 
Zimbabwe.  

 

The government of Zimbabwe under the 
rule of Mnangagwa has resorted to use of 
violence, abductions, arrest and torture 
against citizens as a way to create a 
climate of fear. The Mnangagwa 
administration promised citizens a new 
dispensation - the Zimbabwe which 
citizens want, however, the regime has 
been characterised by corruption and more 
cases of human rights violations as 
compared to the Mugabe regime. Citizens 
have witnessed the abduction of opposition 
leaders, activists and journalists. These 
leaders and activists have been subject to 
torture and arrest due to their voices 
against state failure, constitutional 

amendments, corruption towards and during 
the premeditated July 31 protests.  

 

 

 

 

 

Interview findings from various parts of 
Zimbabwe have shown an increase in 
incidents of abductions, arrests, harassment 
and torture by state agents targeting 
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citizens, with the most affected areas being 
Harare, Bulawayo.1 

 

 

 

On the 10th of July 2020 the police arrested 
a 31 year old Milton Murairwa, a Zimbabwe 
Republic Police (ZRP) member. He was 
charged with undermining authority of or 
insulting President Mnangagwa as defined in 
section 33(2) of the Criminal Law 
(Codification and Reform) Act2 after he 

                                                             
1Interviews in Bulawayo, Harare, Gweru, July 2020  
2 Criminal Law (Codification and Reform). Available online 
at: www.veritaszim.net/node/225 
3 New Zimbabwe, 2020, ED Must Go WhatsApp cop freed 
on $3 000 bail. Available online at: 

posted a message which reads “ED ne team 
yake Must GO” on a WhatsApp group for 
police members stationed at Mbare Police 
Camp.3 

 

 

 

On the 20th of July 2020, journalist Hopewell 
Chin’ono and opposition Transform 
Zimbabwe (TZ) party leader Jacob 
Ngarivhume were arrested for allegedly 
inciting public violence using social media by 
mobilising people to revolt against President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa’s administration 

https://www.newzimbabwe.com/ed-must-go-whatsapp-
cop-freed-on-3000-bail/ 
4 BBC News, 2020. Hopewell Chin'ono whistle blowing 
Zimbabwean Journalist arrested. Available at: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/w
orld-africa-53477423 

during planned anti-government protests 
which were scheduled for the 31st of July. 
4Chin’ono was arrested by some armed 
Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) members 
at his residence in Chisipite suburb in 
Harare, who raided and forcibly gained entry 
into his home.5 ZRP members charged 
Chin’ono with intent to promote public 
violence, breaches of harmony  as defined in 
section 187(1) of the Criminal Law 
(Codification and Reform) Act as read with 
section 37(1) of the Criminal Law 
(Codification and eform) Act. 

 

5 NewZimbabwe, 2020. Journalist Hopewell Chin’ono 
home raided by cops, Ngarivhume arrested. Available at: 
https://www.newzimbabwe.com/journalist-hopewell-
chinono-home-raided-by-cops-ngarivhume-arrested/ 



 

 

 

Prior to the 31 July protests, the police 
arrested several opposition politicians, 
activists and journalists. Journalists Blessed 
Mhlanga and Ruvimbo Nyikadzino were 
arrested at a police road block on their way 
into the CBD for a press conference which 
had been called by the Minister of 
Information and Broadcasting Services, 
Senator Monica Mutsvangwa. The two 
journalists were taken to Mabvuku Police 
station where they were briefly detained until 
Media Institute for Southern Africa in 
Zimbabwe came to their rescue and offered 
legal assistance.6 

 

The police via the Zimbabwe Broadcasting 
Corporation (ZBC) news released a list of 
MDC youth leaders, calling them for 
interviews.7 A few days later, ZANU-PF 
acting party spokesman, Patrick Chinamasa 
publicly announced during a media briefing 
that ZANU-PF will not be silent approaching 
the 31th July movement.8 These threats by 

                                                             
6 Bulawayo News24, 2020. BREAKING: Newsday 
journalist Blessed Mhlanga arrested. Available at: 
https://bulawayo24.com/index-id-news-sc-national-byo-
189363.html 
7 MyZimbabwe, 2020. ZRP bad policing slammed as MDC 
leaders rubbish interview invitation. Available at: 
https://www.myzimbabwe.co.zw/news/68037-just-in-zrps-
bad-policing-slammed-as-mdc-leaders-rubbish-interview-
invitation-full-statement.html 

the ZANU-PF acting spokesman were 
followed by a series of attacks and 
abductions on MDC Alliance youth leaders. 

 

The government responded by imposing a 
curfew which saw the police and soldiers 
chasing citizens from the streets who are 
trying to feed their families in this dying 
economy. Citizens are now living in fear of 
dying because of COVID-19, being killed by 
soldiers or dying of hunger. Interviewees in 
Harare and Bulawayo showed that soldiers 
were chasing citizens in suburbs even 
before 6 pm. In Harare, the most affected 
areas are Gazaland and Machipisa in 
Highfields, Chitungwiza and Mufakose while 
in Bulawayo, Sokusile area in Nkulumane 
and Cowdry Park were most affected.9  This 
is evidence of brutality by state agents 
against citizens. As a result, the regime has 
been using them as a contrivance to silence 
citizens. 

 

8 Standard Media, 2020. Zimbabwe calls US Ambassador 
‘thug’ as anti-government protests loom. Available at: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.standardmedia.co.ke/
mobile/amp/article/2001380342/zimbabwe-calls-us-
ambassador-thug-as-anti-government-protests-loom 
9 Interviews in Bulawayo and Harare, 2020 
10 Interviews in Harare,  July2020 
11 Telephone interviews in Bulawayo, july 2020 

On the 31st of July, citizens witnessed the 
police and military closing all roads to 
Central Business Centres (CBD). Citizens 
were being beaten and forced to vacate 
CBDs, some were arrested.10 State agents 
went on to abduct and arrest several 
journalists and activists accusing them of 
planning to incite violence. 11 

 

The director of Zimlive, Mduduzi Mathuthu’s 
sister, Nomalanga and his cousins were 
abducted by state agents on the eve of 31st 
July.12 MDC leaders were also arrested by 
state agents in most parts of the country. 
Internationally recognised author, Tsitsi 
Dangarembwa was also arrested after she 
was seen peacefully demonstrating against 

corruption.13 

The international community joined on twitter 
and facebook in support of protestors, the 
diaspora went to the extent of holding 
placards at Zimbabwean embassies 
yearning for a better Zimbabwe. 

12 New Zimbabwe, 2020. Available at: 
https://www.newzimbabwe.com/category/news/ 
13 Aljezeera, 2020. Zimbabwean author Tsitsi 
Dangarembga released on bail. Available on 
://www.google.com/amp/s/www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/
2020/08/zimbabwean-author-tsitsi-dangarembga-released-
bail-200801151619032.html 



 

 

 

 

The 31st of July has shown how much 
Zimbabweans hunger for a corruption and 
violence free Zimbabwe. Citizens expect 
their questions to be addressed not by firing 
of guns, the deployment of the military 
threatens a decades old Zimbabwean dream 
of transitioning into a democratic society. 

 

 

A failed health system in 
the hands of a militarised 
authoritarian regime 
 

The health predicament in Zimbabwe has 
been cruel to most Zimbabwean citizens and 
the economy. Zimbabwe like other countries 
has fallen victim of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This has resulted in series of lockdown 
episodes which have seen the government 
resorting to rule by decree modus operandi 
and use of armed state apparatus to assault 
citizens in the name of enforcing lockdown 
measures. In March 2020, the government 
of Zimbabwe established a COVID-19 
Taskforce aimed at combating the spread of 
the pandemic. Since its inception, worst 
human rights violations across communities 
of Zimbabwe have been noted.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed serious 
anomalies to communities in Zimbabwe, 
ranging from political to socio-economic. The 
lockdown resulted in the government 
militarizing the streets and this has 
transmogrified into an open door for 
infringement of human rights and democracy 
in Zimbabwe. It has been a contemptable 
experience, with people being made to fight 
the coronavirus and the security sector 
simultaneously 

 

Citizens are now left to fear state agents and 
their punitive measures than the danger 
posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

government has been caught unprepared by 
the pandemic. Lockdowns and 
predetermined curfews have worsened the 
hunger crisis in a country that was already in 
a food security crisis. In most areas of the 
country, citizens are going to bed on empty 
stomachs as they cannot afford basic 
commodities. Badly hit by the situation are 
the unemployed youths and bread winners 
living on hand to mouth.   

 

 

In a country with no handouts for the poor, 
citizens struggling to get medication in 
hospitals and striking health practitioners, it 
is absurd if not ironic to say we are ready for 
fighting any pandemic.  At the moment, 
when health systems are supposed to be 
geared up for the fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic, a whole country with a population 
of more than 13 million citizens did not have 
a Minister of Health and Child welfare until 
the Vice President C. G.  D. N Chiwenga was 
appointed with immediate effect from the 4th 
of August 2020. The former minister was 
fired due to his abuse of office and 



 

 

involvement in the Drax scandal which was 
reported to be involving the first family.14 

 

Following the firing of the Health minister, 
several hospital CEOs were fired from their 
offices.15 Senior nurses and doctors have 
written to the government several times, 
protested and demonstrated against poor 
working conditions including devalued 
salaries.16 Their efforts have been to no avail 
against a government that cares more about 
power rather than the safety and well-being 
of citizens. 

 

Nurses and doctors efforts to advocate for 
better working conditions were met with 
eviction notices as they were forced to 
dislocate from government accommodation. 
17 The death of COVID-19 patients in 
hospitals has been attributed to the 
incapacitation of doctors and nurses in 

                                                             
14 Daily Maverick. Zimbabwe fires Health 
Minister for alleged embezzlement. Available 
at: 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-
07-09-zimbabwe-fires-health-minister-for-
alleged-embezzlement/ 
15 News Zimbabwe, 2020. Five hospital CEOs 
after health ministers dismissal. Available at: 
https://www.newzimbabwe.com/five-hospital-
ceos-after-health-ministers-dismissal/ 

hospitals.18 The rise of infants deaths is also 
worrying.19 This shows that the health 
system has failed citizens in Zimbabwe. 

 

 

The rise of COVID-19 cases is a sign that our 
government is slow or totally not willing to 
revamp the health system. There has been 
inadequate Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPEs) and tests kits. Returnees from other 
countries have been going for days in 
quarantine centers without being tested.20 

16 Reuters, 2020, Seven babies still birth at 
Zimbabwean hospital in one night. Available 
at: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/mobile.reute
rs.com/article/amp/idUSKCN24U2KI 
17 Newsday, 2020. Govt arm twists stricking 
nurses. Available at: 
://www.newsday.co.zw/2020/07/govt-arm-
twists-striking-nurses/ 

Returnees have been citing problems of lack 
enough space for social distancing, poor 
meals amongst other living conditions. This 
have led to most returnees being infected 
with the virus in quarantine centers. 

 

Due to poor living conditions and fear to risk 
their lives, returnees have escaped from 
quarantine centers. This has badly affected 
the rest of the Zimbabwean population. This 
also is a sign that the government was never 
ready and is still not ready for any pandemic.  

 

A look into the RBZ 
farming scheme  
 

The Mugabe regime saw ZANU-PF elite 
looting farms from the white commercial 
farmers during the Fast Track Land Reform 

18 Newsday, 2020. Govt arm twists stricking 
nurses. Available at: 
https://www.newsday.co.zw/2020/07/govt-
arm-twists-striking-nurses/ 
19 Reuters, 2020, Seven babies still birth at 
Zimbabwean hospital in one night. Available 
at: 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/mobile.reute
rs.com/article/amp/idUSKCN24U2KI 
20 Interviews in Lupane and Bulawayo July 2020 



 

 

programme of 2001. The ruling ZANU-PF 
since Mugabe has been characterised by 
land looting and abuse of state funds in the 
name of revamping agricultural projects for 
economic developments.  

 

The 2001 land saga was followed by the 
Operation Taguta/Sisuthi and later the 
Command Agriculture programme. All these 
happened under successive ZANU-PF 
administrations and left a trial of erosion in 
human rights, good governance, socio-
economic development and democracy 
indicators. These programmes have seen 
military involvement which ultimately result 
in human rights injustices.21 

 

Talking of human rights injustices; over the 
past years, the ruling ZANU-PF has shown 
to be more concerned with will to power than 
the will to transform. The recent list of 
beneficiaries from the RBZ US$200 million   
farming scheme22 is a mark that our nation is 

                                                             
21 ZDI, 2020. Command Agriculture: Post Mugabe 
Authoritarian consolidation, Zimbabwe’s political moral 
hazard. Availbale online at: 
http://kubatana.net/2020/01/23/command-agriculture-post-
mugabe-authoritarian-consolidation-Zimbabwe-political-
moral-hazard/  
22 Big Saturday Read, 2020. BRS Exclusive: Beneficiaries 
of the RBZ farm Mechanisation Scheme. Available at: 

suffering not only because of sanctions but 
because of a recurring culture of thievery.  

 

The loans were a cascade used by ZANU-
PF to gain power and popularity. Seeing that 
‘He who pays the piper dictates the tune23,’ 
the consecutive regime saw the need to 
capture politicians, the media, religion, 
judiciary, military among other public 
institutions as a way to gain popularity. To 
note is that the loans were given around the 
2008 electoral period, hence a mechanism 
to suppress opposition forces in various 
institutions. 

 

During an interview after the release of the 
RBZ farming scheme beneficiaries, the 
former RBZ governor, Gideon Gono 
defended the beneficiaries saying the loans 
were never meant to be paid back.24 
However Kasukuwere went barking on 
twitter trying to prove that he paid back the 
loan in full.25 This still leaves us to question 
the use of state funds for political gain.   

https://www.bigsr.co.uk/single-post/2020/07/18/BRS-
EXCLUSIVE-Beneficiaries -of -the -RBZ- farm -
Mechanisation –Scheme  
23 A famous proverb used to say that the person who pays 

for something initially controls it 
24 Aljazeera Africa, 2020. Zimbabwe: RBZ looting Talk 
Aimed at Whipping Public Emotions Against Zanu-PF-  

Conclusion 
 

History and the current Zimbabwean 
scenario have shown that the deployment of 
the military has drastic results on a country’s 
political and socio-economic status. Under 
militarised regimes; serious human rights 
violations, a decline in economic growth and 
lack of government trust by citizens and 
international community become an eminent 
culture. It is therefore, crucial for the 
government and key players in state 
development to note that real development 
does not come from military deployment but 
it comes from viable economic and political 
reforms. 

 

 

Party. Available at:  
https://allafrica.com/stories/202007200187.html  
25 Kasukuwere on twitter  

http://kubatana.net/2020/01/23/command-agriculture-post-mugabe-authoritarian-consolidation-Zimbabwe-political-moral-hazard/
http://kubatana.net/2020/01/23/command-agriculture-post-mugabe-authoritarian-consolidation-Zimbabwe-political-moral-hazard/
http://kubatana.net/2020/01/23/command-agriculture-post-mugabe-authoritarian-consolidation-Zimbabwe-political-moral-hazard/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202007200187.html

