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The Petition ugh e Undersigned:
3

Institute for Community Development Zimbabwe [ICODZim) of 14285 Jongwe 5Street, Mucheke
MASVINGO whosp members are:

1. Talent Maposa, -

2. Gamuchirai Mukura, and

3. Derica Hove;

Respectiully show that your Petitioners:
- i
[, Being citizens of Zimbabwe; and
ii. Whose funding method are subscriptions fram members and donor funding from
various prganisations
COGNISANT that the Constitution of Zimbabwe mandates Partiament of Zimbabwe'to, inter alia,
protect the Constitution and democratic governance in Zimbabwe;

AWARE that Section 22[_1} of the Constitution provides that

The State and all institutions and agencies of government at every feyel must
récognise the rights of persons with. physical or menral disabilities, in particular
their right.ta be treated with respect and dignity.

CONSCIOUS that Section 22(3) of the Constitution provides, in part, that . :

In particular. the Stawe and all institwions and agencies of government at every -
fevel musi—

[{+ I

() consider the specific réquivements of persons with all forms af disubilit
as-one &f the priarities in development plans:
i

fc) encowrage the nse and develppment of forms of vemnnintication suitable
Jor persons with plyysical vr mental disabilinies;

MINDFUL that Section 22(4) of the Constitution provides that

The State must take appropriate measares to easure that buildings and amenities.
to which the public has access are accessible to persons with disabilities.

ACKNOWLEDGING that the Constitution guarantees the right of every eligible citizen, including
those with diabilities, to'vete and specifically provides in Section 15%5(2) of the Constitution that

The State must Eake all appropriate measures, including leyistative megsures, to
ensure that effect .‘5 given to the principles set out in subsection (1) and, in
parﬂmlar hust—

(@) ensure that all eligible citizers, that js to say the citizens qualified under
‘ the Fourth Sthedule, are registered as voters: ;

{b} ensure that “every citizen who is eligible to vate in an election or
referendum has an-opportunity to cast a vote, and must facilitate voting
by persons with disabilities or special needs;
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*
DISTRURBED that Iihe Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) s about to embark on a Voter
‘Registration exercife without spelling out the measures it has plt in place to ensure that

persons with disabflities are able to register to vote in the 2018 harmenized elections; 3

4 . ]
CONCERNED that ZEC has not spélt out whether it will avail Voter Education material in braille
For the visually impalred;

WORRIED ZEC has not publicised whether and how it will ensure that polling stations will be
located at places or buildings that are user-friendly for persons with disabilities, and that voting
booths are user-friendly to person with disabilities, particularly to those who use wheelchairs to
ensure that the secrgcy of their vote is guaranteed;

TROUBLED that ZEC has not spelt out whether it will have polling officers conversant in sign
language eor any other form of communicaton that people with different disabilities can
understand, including braille, are recrulted and deployed to polling stations;

NOW THEREFORE your petitioners beseech the Parliament uf Zimbabwe to exercise its
constitutional role and address the foliowing issues of public concern:

1. Protect the constitutionally guaranteed right of persons with disabilities to exercise
their rights pertaining to the electoral precess in the same way as their able-hodied
counterparts;

2. Oversee the measures ZEC has and will put in place to ensure that persons with
disabilities are not disenfranchised; and

3. Call on ZEC to publicise the measures it has and will pul in place to ensure that persons
with disabilities participate in the electoral process in the saifie way as their able-bodied
counterparts and ensure that, unlike in the past years in which a myriad of factors like
lack of akcessible polling stations, kick of voting materials in accessible formats, and
inaccessible transportation to and from polling stations rendered the right to vote by
p'ersons with disabilities hollow, they can fully exercise their constitutionally
guaranteed rights. '

PETITIONER'S PLEA AND PRAYER:

The petitioners beseech the Parliament of Zimbabwe to vxervise its oversight function. and
pretect the constitutionally guaranteed rights of persans with disabilities to participate fully in
the electoral process.

WHEREFORE, we pray that your Honourable House will he';-ilu-.used to take their case into’
favourable consideration, and grant any other such relief as it may deem fit,

G
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AND ygur petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.. Co.

.- + . .
Dated at Masvingo, this _2Q "~ dayol Scptember 2017
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(Talent Maposa, ICODZim)
(Gamuchirai Mukura, 1CO DZim)

(Derica Hove, 1CODZim)
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