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“…Your Worship the city council cannot go for over a month or two without collecting refuse. Where would we expect the 

residents to dump their garbage? This is not healthy especially now that we are faced with the deadly Covid-19. People will 

be exposed to various diseases which are associated with garbage which is not properly disposed of.”  

Cllr Silas Chigora, Bulawayo Ward 4 



 

 

MIHR Rights Brief 03/2021 Litter Dumping in Bulawayo – Youths Perspectives    2 

 

1.0 EXECUTIVE 

SUMMARY 
Illegal litter dumping is one of the major 

service delivery and human rights challenges 

facing the Bulawayo City Council currently. The 

scourge which is caused by residents, private 

companies, government entities and the 

failure by the Council to execute its 

environmental mandate effectively; has the 

catastrophic impact of fueling the spread of 

diseases such as cholera and diarrhea. It also 

violates residents’ fundamental Constitutional 

rights such as right to clean environment, right 

to life, right to health, right to human dignity 

as well as children and youths’ right to leisure. 

 

Bulawayo Council officials have accepted that 

there is litter management problem in the City. 

 

Matabeleland Institute for Human Rights held 

a discussion with 22 youths who are part of 

the organization’s Environment Village 

environmental rights activism mentorship and 

learning initiative on this matter. The youths 

proffered a number of solutions which can 

help alleviate 

the challenge. 

This Rights 

Brief 03/2021 

thus amplifies 

youth agency 

and voice in 

environmental 

rights and 

management 

issues in 

Bulawayo. 

2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Council Reports 

The Bulawayo City Council’s 3344th meeting of 

Council held on the 6th of January 2021 

reported that: 

 

a) Street Sweeping 

The department endeavored to keep the 

streets in the Central Business District and 

suburban areas clean. Challenges remained 

with clearance of sweepings due to shortage of 

vehicles. It had been observed that some 

residents were abusing street litter bins along 

Hillside Road, Old Esigodini Road and Leopold 

Takawira along Centenary Park by placing 

waste from their residences in the bins or 

besides the bins. 

 

b) Bulawayo Clean Up Campaign 

Two clean ups were conducted by members of 

the public during the month. 

Two companies were investigated for illegal 

dumping. 

c) Refuse Collection 

Refuse was collected fortnightly in the Eastern 

areas and weekly in the high density areas. 

Some areas did not have their refuse collected 

on their scheduled days due to fuel shortages. 

If fuel supplies improve the department 

intended to revert to weekly refuse collections 

as the fortnightly collections had resulted in 

increased illegal dumping in a number of areas 

in the Eastern suburbs. The festive season was 

usually accompanied by an increase in waste 

generation, a weekly collection might help 

prevent illegal dumping. 

2.2 Illegal litter Dumping 

Illegal and indiscriminate dumping of 

household litter has been rapidly increasing in 
Figure 1 Illegal litter dump in BF 
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the City of Bulawayo since around the year 

2014. Recently, the City Councillors have also 

expressed concerns at the high levels of illegal 

litter dumping in the City. 

 

“Refuse collection 

is not consistent 

around the city. 

There has been a 

lot of dumping even 

in the city centre. 

You find that at 

every corner there 

is rubbish which 

would be dumped 

there”  

Cllr Chigora (quoted in CITE) 

 

Previously, illegal litter dumping used to be for 

large materials like bricks, asbestos, iron 

sheets, hedges and other debris. These used to 

be dumped in the open spaces that are at the 

edges of the suburbs and away from 

residential houses.  

However, in recent times, even household 

litter that include papers and clothing are 

being indiscriminately dumped. The dumping 

has also encroached into residential areas, 

business centres and even the central business 

district. 

 

As the Covid19 pandemic rages on and the use 

of facemasks is encouraged, mainly surgical 

facemasks are found dumped also in these 

illegal dumps. 

 

Residents, private companies and government 

entities have all being involved in illegal litter 

dumping.  

“In some areas they collect refuse 

around 5am, I think its one of the 

reason why people dump refuse 

everywhere” 

(Patience Mawuto – Environment Village Participant) 

 

 

Figure 2 ZUPCO Bus tickets illegally dumped in 
Nkulumane in September 2020 
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3.0 RIGHT TO EMVIRONMENT 

Section 73 of the Constitution of Zimbabwe 
declares that: 
Every person has the right –  

(a) To an environment that is not harmful 
to their health or well-being; and 

(b) To have the environment protected for 
the benefit of present and future 
generations, through reasonable 
legislative and other measures that –  
(i) Prevent pollution and ecological 

degradation; 
(ii) Promote conservation; 

 
Illegal litter dumping affects the residents’ 
enjoyment of environmental rights as it 
exposes them to harm of their health and well-
being. 

 
3.1 How illegal litter dumping violates 
human rights? 

(a) It promotes breeding grounds for 
mosquitos, flies and rodents which are 
disease vectors and thus can result in 
human death; 

(b) As the illegally dumped litter rots it 
releases foul smell that is not good for 
human well-being and also violates the 
right to human dignity as enshrined in 
Section 51 of the Constitution of 
Zimbabwe. 

(c) During this Covid19 period some of the 
litter being illegally dumped like gloves 
and facemasks expose residents 
(especially children who may play with 
litter) to Covid19 infections. It has also 
been reported that Covid19 survives 
for some time in different materials like 
paper, wood, etc. 

(d) Children and youth’s right to play is 
violated as some of the litter is being 
dumped in play places. 

 

4.0 CAUSES OF ILLEGAL LITTER 
DUMPING IN BULAWAYO 

Some of the causes of litter dumping noted by 
the youths include: 
4.1 No proper waste collection schedule 

leading to inconsistencies of dates and 
times of waste collection; 

4.2 Poor enforcement of anti-littering laws and 
policies; 

4.3 Lack of consciousness building through 
residents’ meetings, church services and 
announcements in funerals and meetings; 

4.4  No formal household bins with large litter 
capacity instead residents now use litter 
bags and sacks which fillup faster and dont 
accept some types of litter; 

4.5  Some residents are poor they dont afford 
disposable plastic bags thus they prefer to 
use sacks and empty them illegally for 
reuse; 

4.6  The Council introduced private trucks who 
do not  take litter in bins but plastic bags 
and sacks. Furthermore, they do not empty 
but take both litter and its container; 

4.7 The new culture of lack of stewardship 
among residents. 
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5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
The youths who participated in the discussion 
recommended the following as measures to 
curb illegal litter dumping in the City of 
Bulawayo: 

i. Bulawayo City Council needs to review 
its waste management system because 
ever since the introduction of private 
trucks that are contracted as waste 
collectors, the problem of illegal litter 
dumping has become worse.  

ii. The local authority should set and 
adhere to set litter collection schedules 
in a consistent manner. Times when 
trucks collect waste should be humane 
not as early as 5am. 

iii. Contracted private litter collectors 
should redesign their trucks to allow 
them to empty litter and leave the 
bin/sack behind instead of going with 
it. This tendency of taking the litter 
bags/sacks may be discouraging 
residents from putting their litter 
outside on litter collection days. 

iv. The Bulawayo City Council may need to 
consider designating some of these 
illegal community dumping points at 
strategic areas of the City’s suburbs, 
and design them as central litter 
collection points. These points may also 
need to be fenced to discourage entry 
by children and pets as well as papers 
flying around. Skip bins may also be 
used in these points so that residents 
throw litter in them. This will also serve 
the local authority fuel resources.  

v. Stiffer policing and penalties for 
littering need to be introduced. 

vi. BCC should introduce more public litter 
collection points/bins to discourage 
indiscriminate throwing away of litter. 

vii. Public awareness and consciousness 
building and concerted stakeholder 
engagement and partnerships.  
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Matabelebeland Institute for Human Rights 

hopes this Rights Brief 03/2021 on illegal litter 

dumping in Bulawayo will assist the 

responsible authorities to design programmes 

and decisions that will alleviate illegal litter 

dumping in the City of Bulawayo that was once 

the cleanest City in the country. 


