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LIST OF ACRONYMS  

CBD                                            Central Business District  

MDC-A        Movement for Democratic Change – Alliance  

OVT          Organized Violence and Torture  

ZANU PF    Zimbabwe African National Union – Patriotic Front  

ZEC                                            Zimbabwe Electoral Commission   

ZNA          Zimbabwe National Army  

ZRP          Zimbabwe Republic Police  
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1.0  Introduction  

Following a relatively peaceful 30 July 2018 plebiscite, protests broke out in Harare 
on 1 August 2018. Crowds besieged the entrance into Rainbow Towers Hotel where 
ZEC had established its command centre. Protesters demanded the release of the 
results of the presidential elections. As the police drove protesters from the Rainbow 
Towers, military vehicles were spotted by Forum monitors invading the CBD.  
Soldiers, clad in military attire were seen indiscriminately shooting and assaulting 
civilians including those who were not taking part in the protests.  Seven (7) people 
died from gun shots and many others were injured.   

The 1st of August military deployment, was followed by a crackdown of real and 
perceived supporters of the MDC-Alliance  mostly in Harare’s  density suburbs. The 
Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) officers were the main perpetrators of violence that 
took place in Harare from the 1st to the 4th of August 2018. The violence spilt over 
to rural areas in particular Mashonaland Central, Mashonaland West and 
Mashonaland East and in Masvingo were reports of retributive violence on citizens 
perceived to have voted for the opposition or those who acted as polling agents for 
the opposition were reported. The main perpetrators of retributive violence in the 
rural ares were mainly ZANU PF supporters and traditional leaders.   
 

This is an update to the report published by the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO 
Forum (the Forum) on the 15th of August 2018. It captures the reports documented 
by members of the Forum from 1 to 31 August 2018. A total of 274 violations have 
been documented in this period.  

2.0 How these reports were collected  

The information used is derived from: 
• Citizen reports received via the Ziso/Ilihlo platform and verified by members 

and monitors working in the affected areas;  
• Reports from the Forum’s member and partner organisations;  
• The Forum lawyers from the Public Interest Litigation Unit;  
• Court cases from the Forum’s law-based members; 
• Reports from walk in victims and witnesses; and  
• Media reports verified by the Forum’s media – based members or credible 

media practitioners and corroborated by Forum members or monitors on the 
ground.   

 
In addition, the Forum Secretariat and members deployed a team of monitors and 
lawyers to observe and assist victims in Harare Central Business District (CBD), 
Dzivarasekwa, Highfields, Chitungwiza, Waterfalls, Kuwadzana, Mazowe, Mutoko 
and surrounding areas. Reports were also collected by human rights monitors across 
the country and shared across the network.  In order to ensure a coordinated 
response to cases of organised violence, members operating on the ground came 
together to share and verify information as well as to coordinate responses. This is 
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an updated report by the consortium which covers the period 1 to 31 August 2018. A 
total of 274 violations were documented during the period.   
  

3.0 Violations from 1 to 31 August 2018 

 
Table 1: Violations from 1- 31 August 2018  
  
Violation  Number of 

Violations  
Alleged Perpetrators  

Extrajucial Killings  7  Military officers  

Gunshot wounds  7  Military officers  

Assaults  58  Military personnel & undisclosed  

Abductions  17  Suspected police and military officers  

Harassment & 
intimidation   

60 Traditional leaders and ZANU PF 
activists  

Disrupted Meetings   4  Police  

Arbitrary Arrests  51 Police and military officers  

Destruction of Property 
(including arson)  

10 MDC- Alliance  
Supporters, ZANU PF Youths, 
Military officers, & 
Harare Municipal Officers   
 

Torture  4  Police and Army officers 

Sexual torture   3  Undisclosed  

Displacement  28  ZANU PF supporters  

Attack on Human 
Rights Defenders - 
Threats  

3  Suspected Police and military 
officers  

Home and Office  
Raids  

8  Suspected Police and military 
officers 
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Partisan distribution 
of food aid / 
agricultural inputs  

6  Traditional leaders & ZANU PF 
Councillors  

Politically motivated 
rape 

3 ZANU PF supporter 

Attacks on 
Journalists 
(incident involving 
journalists briefly 
denied access to a 
presser by the MDC 
Alliance at the 
Bronte) 

5  Police and military officers 

Total  274    

 NB: Figures reported here are estimates based on actual interventions and 
confirmations by members of the Forum. Investigations are ongoing and the Forum 
will give regular updates regarding the situation, status of the victims, and the cases 
reported.  

  

4.0   Summary of violations  

a) Extra-Judicial Killings1 –  Seven (7) people were shot dead by army 
personnel following military deployment into the streets on the 1st of August.  
The Forum has been in touch with some of the families.  Only one family of 
the deceased received monetary support to the amount of $1000 from the 
Civil Protection Unit. The Forum could not confirm if other families managed to 
receive anything.  The families stated that they experienced problems in 
collecting bodies of their loved ones as hospitals tried to force them to accept 
documents that indicated knife stabbing.  The table below  is a summary of 
the documented extra-judicial killings. More information is still being verified 
as to the circumstances of the other  two (2) deceased. NB:  Six(6) of these 
deaths have been confirmed by the police in its official statements.2 

Table 2: Extra-Judicial Killings 2018 
                                                
1 Extrajudicial executions are unlawful and deliberate killings,  carried out by order  of a government 
or with its complicity or acquiescence. It includes killings by officers performing law enforcement 
functions but involving a disproportionate use of force to any threat posed, see Principles on the 
Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions, 
Recommended by Economic and Social Council resolution 1989/65 of 24 May 1989 1, 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/executions.pdf, Principle 1.   
2 http://www.zbc.co.zw/breaking-news-death-toll-from-harare-violence-rises/ 
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Date of 
death 

Name Cause of 
death 

Naration Bio-sketch 

01 Aug Sylvia Matambo Gun shot Victim was shot in the 
back as she tried to 
escape following 
gunshot by the ZNA. 
She was laid to rest 
on  4 August at 
Zororo Park in 
Chitungwiza 

Sylvia  was 52 
years old. She 
was working at 
the Zimbabwe 
National Water 
Authority. Sylvia 
was married to 
Robert Maphosa 
& is survived by 
two sons, one 
daughter and one 
grandchild 

01 Aug Gavin Charles 
Dean 

Gun- 
shots 

Victim  was shot 
twice in the arm and 
in the pelvis by 
members of the ZNA 

Gavin was 48 
years old and 
unemployed. He 
is survived by a 
13-year old 
daughter Orianna. 

01 Aug Ishmail Kumire 
(Shuz) 

Gun-
shots 

Victim was shot by 
members of the ZNA 
& was buried on 04 
August 2018 at 
Matope village, 
Domboshava  

Ishmail was 41. 
He was a fruit 
vendor in Harare 
& a ole bread 
winner. He was 
married to 
Suspicious 
Ziyamba & is 
survived by four 
(4) children 

 01 Aug Jealous 
Chakandira   

 

 

Gun-
shots 

Victim was shot on 
the chest from the 
front by members of 
the ZNA while 
walking along Nelson 
Mandela and Julius 
Nyerere.  The 
incident occurred 
around 1600hrs. He 
died on the spot. He 
was buried in 
Mutawatawa. 

He was a 
Commuter 
Omnibus driver for 
the Mount 
pleasant route.  
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02 Aug Challenge Tauro Gun -
shots 

Victim was shot twice 
in the abdomen on 
the 1st of August 
2018 near Gulf 
Complex where he 
worked. He was 
taken to Harare 
hospital first then to 
Parirenyatwa hospital 
where he died. He 
was buried at New 
Valley Farm, 
Chifamba Ward 20 in 
Mazowe  

Challenge was 20 
years old. and 
worked at the Gulf 
complex in Harare 
CBD. He is 
survived by his 
wife. 

 

 

b) Assaults - From 1 - 6 August 2018, the monitors received calls from people in 
high density suburbs who reported that the military was moving around 
beating up residence. The assailants were identified by the witnesses as they 
disembarked from military vehicles, clad in military attire camouflage armed 
with AK Rifles and sjamboks.  It was reported that there were two groups.  
The first group was beating people at random.  The second group had a list of 
names of opposition supporters that they were hunting for.   It was reported 
that they went door to door beating them up.  In the rural areas, assaults were 
reported of members of the ruling party who attacked opposition persons who 
had been acting as polling agents. Monitors from the Forum were informed 
that some of the victims tried to seek medical help at Chitungwiza General 
Hospital but were turned away.  The Forum interviewed one of the doctors 
who later assisted the victims at a private facility. The medical practitioner 
confirms that he saw the military vehicles in the area. The total number of 
assaults  is estimated to be fifty eight (58) and Seven (7)  non-fatal gun shots 
by the time this report was compiled. The victims, some of whom had bullets 
lodged in their bodies including a deaf and dumb 44 year old male victim and 
some with soft tissue injuries  received medical treatment.  

Of the 58 cases of assault,  the ZNA accounted for 42 cases (73%);  10 cases 
(17%) where purely political involving clashes between  ZANU-PF and MDC-A 
supporters while five (5; 9%) of the documented cases were attributed to 
unknown man usually putting on masks and one (1; 1%) involved the ZRP. 

On 01 August 2018, at Kuwadzana 4 shops Ward 44, G.M was reportedly 
assaulted with button sticks and booted feet by approximately 10 to 12 
soldiers. The victim sustained injuries on his right eye, ribs, thigh and lower 
backs. The matter was reported under (RRB3640228) at Kuwadzana Police 
Station. 
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On 01 August 2018, a Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) officer allegedly used a 
sjambok to assault A.M who is a vendor in Harare and shot him on the right 
shoulder. AM, who is deaf and dumb started running when he witnessed 
people running away from the soldiers in Harare’s CBD following the MDC 
Alliance’s violent demonstration against the delay in announcement of results. 
The victim was unfortunately shot in the process and received medical 
assistance from the Counselling Services Unit and legal assistance from the 
Forum lawyers. The Forum lawyers assisted the victim to report the case to 
police and the case was recorded under IR 091060. The matter is being 
investigated by the Law and Order. 
 
On 02 August 2018, uniformed and masked ZNA officers allegedly entered a 
bar in  26, at Kuwadzana 2 shops and assaulted M R with sjamboks for 
unknown reasons. He sustained injuries on the chest, back and thighs.  
In another case, On 09 August 2018, State security agents severely tortured a 
human rights lawyer who was deployed to offer emergency legal support to 
Tendai Biti in Kariba Mashonaland West. The state agents dispossed the 
human rights lawyer of his cell phone and punctured his vehicle tyres in a bid 
to stop him from tracking the vehicle in which Biti was travelling in. 
 
Political intolerance remain a cause of concern among the populace. For 
example on the 9th of August 2018, a six-year old boy from Gem Farm in 
Mvurwi, Mashonaland Central was assaulted with a stick for chanting 
Chamisa’s slogan. The boy sustained cuts and bruises on his legs and was 
treated at Mvurwi hospital.  

 

c) Abductions - Reports of abductions of opposition supporters were 
documented.  The total number of abductions reported is Sixteen (16). Four 
(4) of these people were abducted in Highfields only to be found heavily 
tortured by unknowns assailants whom the victims believe to be members of 
the military whilst one (1) person was abducted in Mutoko and managed to 
escape the assailants. Another MDC Alliance polling agent was abducted on 7 
August 2018 in Marondera.  He was found in Goromonzi on 8 August 2018.  
He was tortured and stripped by four (4) assailants.   

On 17 August 2018, the Forum verified a case in Chitungwiza, Ward 4 
involving six (6) MDC Alliance polling agents for the 30th of August 
harmonised elections. Two (2) of the  agents were temporarily abducted and 
assaulted by unknown men on 11 August for allegedly being involved in the  
planning of  the 1st of August protests. The other  four (4) victims  have since 
disserted their homes after receiving threats of abduction and assults from 
unidentified men. The Forum team  also visited the home of one of the victims 
in Zengeza 2 who reiterated that the unknown men still visit them. 

On 10 August, T.N of St Marys  in Chitungwiza was abducted at about 
1500hrs from Huruyadzo Shopping Centre in Chitungwiza by  suspected 
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ZANU PF activists. The victim was an MDC alliance polling agent at ward 3 in 
St Marys. An eye witness  witnessed the abduction and reported that  a white 
unmarked vehicle was used.  
  
Trends of abductions: 

§ The abduction were done by suspected members of the ZNA who were 
armed and unidentified men. 

§ The abductions happened around  midnight. 
§ The victims were MDC-A supporters, their families and those perceived 

to have been involved in the planning of the 1st of August protests. 
§ The victims were assaulted, tortured and threatened with unspecified 

actions. 
 

d) Destruction of property  - Ten (10) cases of destruction of property were 
recorded.  

On 01 August, the protesting MDC Alliance supporters and ordinary citizens 
reportedly smashed windows of buildings and set on fire two vehicles and a 
bus belonging to ZANU PF.  

On 02 August, Vending stalls in the CBD and other suburbs such as in 
Highfield were destroyed. It is not clear who destroyed the stalls although 
vendors interviewed  by the Forum team claim the army is responsible. In an 
incident verified by the teams on the ground in Lusaka, Highfield, a tuckshop 
was destroyed by soldiers and an amount between $200 to $300 was taken 
from the victim.   

On 17 August, in Chihwai Village ward 17, Mutoko East  a victim by the intials 
D. C had his house burnt in an alleged politically motivated attack by ZANU 
PF supporters.  The victim is an MDC- A supporter and was a polling agent in 
the just ended harmonised elections. Prior to the alleged attack, the victim 
explained that he argued with Cain Mhembere, Peter Kazingizi & Forbes 
Karonga on the outcome of the presidential elections, the three are well-
known strong ZANU PF supporters. 

On 15 August, ZANU PF youths  in ward 5, Chimanimani constituency 
reportedly burnt a hut belonging  to MDC Alliance activist Daniel Hanyana  in 
Hot springs Nemutenzi  village in Manicaland Province. 

 
On 15 August, Zanu PF youths  burnt a hut belonging  to MDC Alliance 
activist D. H in Hot springs Nemutenzi  village ward 5 Nyanyadzi Chimanimani  
West Constituency. 

 

e) Harassment and intimidation - Various cases of harassment and 
intimidation by  ZANU PF supporters, traditional leaders and the military were 
reported mainly from the opposition’s supporters and polling agents. The 
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highest cases have been reported in Chitungwiza, Kuwadzana, Highfield, 
Dzivarasekwa and Mbare. However, reports were also received from other 
provinces such as Midlands, Mashonaland Central, East, West and 
Manicaland.  A total of sixty (60) incidences of harassment and intimidation 
were documented country wide. Of these, 48 (80%) of the cases were 
pepertrated by ZANU PF supporters, 6 (10%) were attributed to traditional 
leaders,   4 (7%) to unknown while the ZNA and the MDC-A accounted for  2 
(3%) of the incidences of harassment and intimidation.  
 
In Hurungwe West, on 7 August 2018, an MDC Alliance polling agent was 
harassed by ZANU PF supporters for being a polling agent. In Mutoko East 
Ward 15, Headman Nyamashuka is reported to be compiling names of polling 
agents. In Guruve, Chifamba Village, Ward 12, a ZANU PF Chairperson 
threatened a villager who had been a polling agent for an independent 
candidate.   
 
On 07 August in Headlands, ward 8, a ZANU PF official, Levison Ben at a 
meeting threatened those who had voted for the opposition to confess, repent 
and rejoin ZANU PF or risk being beaten. 
  
On 18 August 2018 three suspected ZANU PF members pounced on the 
residence of MDC Alliance Mkoba district chairperson E. K  around 8:30 pm in 
Mkoba ward 9 and allegedly threatened him to resign as new councillor and 
also defect to ZANU PF. They told him to comply with the order and failure to 
do so will result him facing serious challenges 
 

 
On 19 August, in Chiredzi Ward 31, 18 MDC Alliance supporters who were 
the party’s polling agents during the just ended harmonized elections 
reportedly received threats of death intimidation and harassment by the 
following ZANU PF supporters, Denford Masiya MP elect Chiredzi East, 
Lawrance Kazanhi councillor elect ward 31, and Tatenda Machacha of Hippo 
valley.   
 
 
On 19 August, in Chiredzi, Masvingo province, 18 MDC-A supporters received 
threats of death from Denford Masiya the Chiredzi East MP elect , Lawrence 
Kazanhi Ward 31 councilor elect and Tatenda Machacha of Hippo Valley. 
Their crime was being polling agents for the MDC-A during the harmonized 
elections. 
 
On 21 August, in Magunje Ward 11, a victim by the initials T. M an MDC 
Alliance supporter and polling agent disserted his house after receiving 
threats from ZANU PF supporters.The victim added that he has been 
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constantly harassed by unidentified men on the whereabouts of Emmanuel 
Mugoro who is an MDC alliance agent who also disserted his house. 
 

f) Raids of Offices and Homes, Suspicious Visits – MDC Alliance offices and 
members’ homes were raided across the country.  Other raids were reported 
from people who acted as polling agents for the opposition. A number of civil 
society members have also been visited at their homes, and arbitrary 
searches have been done. Whilst in most cases those responsible were in 
civilian clothes (identifying themselves as police), in some instances, armed 
uniformed members of the police and army have also been involved. Two (2) 
civil society organisations and their leaders have reported raids at their homes 
and had their  offices visited by suspected security personnel. 
 

 
g) Attacks on journalists- Four (4) cases of violation of freedom of the media 

have been documented so far and these include: 
 
 
On 1 August, A soldier assaulted I.M, a freelance journalist while she covered 
events unfolding at the corner of Robert Mugabe & Rotten Row. The journalist 
reported that the soldier whipped her with electrical cables. She suffered 
minor injuries as a result. 
 
On 1 August, D C, a freelance journalist was stoned on the forehead when a 
crowd that had gathered outside the Rainbow Towers Hotel turned rowdy and 
started hurling missiles. The crowd was trying to force its way onto the Hotel 
grounds where the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) had set up its 
elections command centre. The journalist was standing behind police officers 
that were guarding the gate when he was stoned. 
 
On 1 August, a Southern Africa correspondent at the Financial Times was 
threatened by a soldier raise with an AK 47 assault rifle and threatened to 
shoot him on 1 August during the MDC Alliance demonstration. 
 
On 3 August, Newsday journalist T. S was detained for close to three hours by 
soldiers in Harare’s high-density suburb of Kuwadzana despite identifying 
himself as a journalist. During his detention, he was instructed not to take 
pictures as the army executed its operation. 
 
On 3 August anti-riot police temporarily blocked journalists access  to the 
MDC Alliance press conference called for by the party leader Nelson Chamisa 
at the Bronte Hotel. 
 
 

h) Arrests- Following the 1st of August protests, police officers cracked down on 
opposition leaders and supporters. Approximately fifty one (51) people 
including Tendai Biti one of the MDC-Alliance principals have been arrested 
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so far. The first group of the twenty seven (27) MDC Alliance  supporters who 
were arrested at the party’s headquarters were all released on $50 bail each 
while others are on different bail conditions. 
 
On 21 August, ZRP officers arrested and detained  the leader of the Children 
of Zimbabwe War Veteran Association at Harare Central police station. The 
victim is alleged to have been tortured while in police custody. The victim was 
charged with criminal nuisance for allegedly posting some offensive 
statements on facebook between March & May 2018 against President 
Mnangagwa. The victim was also charged with public violence for allegedly 
participating in the 1st of August protests over delays in the announcement of 
presidential results. 
 
Trends of arrests: 

• Dragnet arrests/ detention, when the state actors are not clear on what they 
want to do, for instance the MDC Harvest House search. Those found at the 
premises were taken for profiling, screening and then arrested; 

• Clear and systematic targeting of leadership within MDC Alliance, who are 
deemed to be the organisers of the protests, as a way of silencing any further 
action;  

• Police arresting to investigate, instead on investigating first and then arresting 
– some released on summons even after arrest or being summoned to court 
when the National Prosecuting Authority is not ready to prosecute due to lack 
of evidence or incomplete state papers that cannot sustain a prosecution; 

• Harassment and or targeting of relatives or friends to put pressure on those 
that the police want to arrest but cannot locate as a way to force those 
targeted to hand themselves over to the police. 

 
4.1  Cases Reported  to the Police  
Of the two hundred and forty (274) cases received, a total of twenty two (23) victims 
reported their cases to various police stations at the time of reporting as shown in 
Table 3 below. The 55 victims of arrests are all being represented by ZLHR.  A total 
of twenty nine (29) victims who were interviewed by the Forum lawyers indicated that 
they were not willing to report their cases to the police for fear of reprisals whilst 
some went into hiding after seeking medical attention. A total of 56 victims received 
assistance from the CSU medical assistance and couselling from the CSU.  Some of 
the Victims had gun shots woulds, while others had bullets lodged in their bodies. 
The table below shows cases that have been reported to the police. However, to 
date, no perpetrator has been brought to book to our knowledge.  

Table 2: Cases reported to police 
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 Dat
e 

Victim Violation  Violation Narration Action 

1. 01 
Aug 

G. M  Torture At Kuwadzana 4 shops Ward 44, victim 
was assaulted with button sticks and 
booted feet by approximately 10 to 12 
soldiers. The victim sustained injuries 
on his right eye, ribs, thigh and lower 
backs.  

 Case was 
reported at 
Kuwadzan
a  2 Police 
Station 

RRB36402
28 

 

2. 02 
Aug 

M. G  Torture & 
theft 

At around 22.00 hrs at Muzinda Bar in 
Kuwadzana ward 44, victim was 
assaulted by army officers with 
unidentified objects all over his body. 
The army officers went on to take all 
the money in the cash-register and 
bottles of whisky from the bar.  
 

Case was 
noted in 
the OB 
book at 
Harare 
Hospital 
OB1227/1
8 

 

  

3. 02 
Aug 

A. C  Torture & 
theft 

At around 22.00hrs at Muzinda Bar in 
Kuwadzana, victim was assaulted by 
army officers with a sjambok. The army 
officers went ahead and took all the 
money that was in the cash box and 
bottles of whisky from the bar.  
 

Case was 
noted in 
the OB 
book at 
Harare 
Hospital 
OB1224/1
8 
 

4. 05 
Aug
ust 

L.R Assault Victim was assaulted by Jonathan 
Chineno for allegedly making him lose 
the elections since he was the MDC T 
candidate for Epworth. The victim 
indicated that she refused to assist him 
in campaigning because he was 
supporting MDC T while she supports 
MDC Alliance.  
 

Case was 
reported  
at 
Dombora
mwari 
police 
station 

CRB36480
89 
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5. 02 
Aug 

J. K  Torture Victim  was stopped in Kuwadzana by 
10 army officers and 2 police officers. 
He was ordered by four (4) army  
officers to get out of his car, when he 
refused he was pulled out and they 
alleged that he was part of the 
demonstrators. The army officers then 
assaulted him and  was left lying down 
unconscious. He regained 
consciousness after some hours.  

Case was  
reported at 
Kuwadzan
a 2 

 police 
station  

RRB36401
96 

6. 02 
Aug 

E. M Abductio
n 

 Victim was the Chitungwiza South 
Constituency Chief Election agent.  He   
was forcibly taken from his home by 
armed men at around 1am by 
unknown assailants suspected to be  
State agents wearing black coats. He  
was released the following day but he 
is still traumatized and has not been 
saying out what happened.   

Reported 
to police 

RRB 
3635546 

7. 05 
Aug 

F. M  Assault Six masked men forced entry into  
Mangisi's place of residence in 
Highfields ward 26 and assaulted her 
asking her for the whereabouts of her 
cousin Happymore Chidziva who is the 
MDC Alliance MP.  
 

 Case was 
reported at 
Machipisa 
police 
station  

RRB36609
23 

8. 05 
Aug 

B. C  Abductio
n & 
torture 

Three masked men broke down The 
victim’s door and tortured him asking 
for the where-abouts of Lovejoy 
Chitenga the MDC Alliance organising 
secretary for youths in Harare 
Province.  The victim was then taken 
to Lt Zvinavashe's farm were he was 
further tortured with sticks and button 
sticks and later dumped.  

Case was 
reported at 
Kuwadzan
a 2 police 
station 

RRB36402
29 
 

9. 01 
Aug 

D. C  Gun shot At around 1530hrs, at Copacabana 
along Chinhoyi Street, Dzikamai 
Chivanga was shot on the left ankle by 
ZNA officers.  
 

 Case was 
reported at 
ZRP 
Mbare 
RRB36644
68 

 

10
. 

03 
Aug 

Villager
s of 
ward 1, 

Intimidati
on 

 In Mudzi ward 1, ZANU PF member 
Smart Kamwaza moved around the 
ward intimidating community members 

 Case was 
reported at 
Nyamapan
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in 
Mudzi, 
Mash 
East 

with violence. Kamwaza highlighted 
that community members who voted 
for the MDC Alliance were going to be 
assaulted and further revealed that 
people who voted for MDC Alliance 
Presidential candidate, Nelson 
Chamisa were supposed to prepare for 
death.  

da  police 
station 

RRB35177
58 

11
. 

02 
Aug 

G. Z  Torture Victim was assaulted by a ZNA Soldier 
at Pomona Dumping site and latter 
taken to Pomona Barracks were he 
was tortured for failing to recite ZANU 
PF slogan.  
 

Case was 
reported at  
Borrowdal
e police 
station  

CRN 
13110/18 

Investigatio
ns are in 
progress 

12
. 

05 
Aug 

R. S. J  Assault  At around 2am unidentified jumped into 
her yard in Western Triangle, 
Highfields since the gate was locked. 
The two forced entry into the house 
threatening to kill anyone who 
screams. Victim was slapped on her 
face by one of the man and her 
husband was abducted and came back 
around 4am. 

Case was 
reported at 
Machipisa 
police 
station. 

13
. 

 05 
Aug 

S. S  Assault Two unidentified men with masks 
assaulted the victim at his place of 
residence at Western Triangle, 
Highfields. One of them had a gun and 
he searched the victim’s house looking 
for Happymore Chidziva. The MDC-
Alliance Youth League Chairperson. 
The victim was assaulted several times 
with open hands on her face. The men 
took the victim’s ID. 1When they could 
not find Happymore, they abducted two 
men who were in the house.  

Case was 
reported at 
Machipisa 
Police 
Station 

14
. 

05 
Aug 

M. J  Assault & 
Abductio
n 

The victim was assaulted by two 
unmasked man with guns who were 
looking for Happymore Chidziva at 
their place of residence in Western 
Triangle, Highfields. The victim 
together with one Jetro was taken 

Case was 
reported at 
Machipisa 
police 
station 
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away in an unregistered Mazda twin 
cab. They were taken to a bush close 
to Boka Tobacco Auction floors were 
they were assaulted and later dumped 
at St Peters at around 0400hrs.  

15
. 

05 
Aug 

S. G  Assault Victim was assaulted by unidentified 
men in masks at her place of residence 
in Western Triangle, Highfield. The 
men were looking for Happymore 
Chidziva 

 Case was 
reported at 
Machipisa 
police 
stations 

16
. 

01 
Aug 

P.R  Assault At around 1500 hours on victim was 
walking in town on way home. A 
soldier who beat her with rubber whips 
while ordering her to go home 
approached victim. Victim fell and 
sustained an injury on her right foot.  

Case was 
reported at 
Warren 
Park 
police 
station 

17
. 

02 
Aug 

D. D  Assault  At around 0200 hours victim who 
resides in Chitungwiza was asked by 
his work mate to drive his wife to the 
hospital.  Victim drove to Unit 0 but 
along the way, at the Chikwanha 
shops, the road was blocked by two 
trucks full of soldiers who stopped the 
victim, asked where he was going and 
also requested his ID & searched his 
wallet.  When they did not find anything 
in the wallet, they ordered the victim to 
get out of the car and the victim 
refused. The soldiers then pulled the 
victim out and started assaulting him 
with rubber whips.  After assaulting him 
they ordered him to go back home. 
The victim sustained injuries on his 
legs and hands.   

Case was 
reported at 
Chitungwi
za police 
station 

18
. 

02 
Aug 

L. M  
 

Arbitrary 
arrest & 
detention 

Victim together with some MDC-
Alliance supporters were arrested and 
accused of causing violence at the 
Harvest House following the 1st of 
August demonstration on the perceived 
delay in the announcement of 
presidential results.   Victim & others 
spend the night at Harvest House 
offices. They were taken to Harare 
central police where they were 
detained for two days. They were then   
taken to Chikurubi Maximum Prison 
after failing to go to court where they 

Case was 
reported at 
Harare 
Central 
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were detained for three days and were 
released on bail on 7th August 2018. 
 

19
. 

03 
Aug 

A. M   Victim went to watch a football match 
at Kapatamukombe Primary School in 
Muzarabani with three of his siblings.  
On their way home they met two 
ZANU-PF youths namely, Own and 
Washington. An argument ensured and 
the ZANU PF youths started assaulting 
victim for acting as an MDC Alliance 
Polling Agent during the harmonized 
elections.   
 

Case was 
reported at 
Muzaraban
i Police 
Station. 
Victim was 
asked to 
collect the 
RRB 
number 
after 3 
days & is 
still to 
collect. 

20
. 

11 
Aug 

B. K 
&G.D 

 In Ward 15, Nhire Village under Chief 
Nhire from Makosa area in 
Mashonaland East Constituency.  A 
couple and their 9 month year old 
daughter was reportedly attacked by 
three (3) ZANU PF youths namely 
Noah Mutsatsa, Stany Kapikinyu and 
the third unidentified man. The trio 
demanded to know whom the couple  
had voted for in the harmonized 
elections a demand which Noah 
Mutsatsa had persistently made since 
the 1st of August but without getting a 
favourable answer. Noah proceeded to 
assault the male victim. The wife 
bolted out of the house with her baby   
on her back. Upon escape, Stern 
charged at her and caught her some 
55 strides away from the house.  Stern 
proceeded to assault her with clenched 
fists. The female victim allege that her 
child was hit by two deflected blows 
which were aimed at her head. She 
further alleged that, Stern Kapirinyi 
proceeded to rape her once from 
behind.  The child died the following 
day. 

The case 
was 
reported at 
Makosa 
Police 
station  

CR 28– 8-
18 

The 
perpetrator
s were 
apprehend
ed on 21 
August and 
the case 
was heard 
on the 23rd 
of August 
2018. The 
assault 
case was 
removed 
from 
remand & 
will 
proceed by 
way of 
summons 
while the 
rape case 
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was 
remanded 
in custody 
to the 6th of 
September
. Post 
mortem for 
the baby 
done on 
the 23rd of 
August 
reveled 
that the 
child died 
of anemia 
The victims 
are being 
assisted by 
a Forum 
lawyer 
 

21
. 

09 
Aug 

 Assault State security agents severely 
assaulted  a human rights lawyer who 
was deployed to offer emergency legal 
support to Tendai Biti in Kariba 
Mashonaland West. The state agents 
disposed the human rights lawyer of 
his cell phone and punctured his 
vehicle tyres in a bid to stop him from 
tracking the vehicle in which Biti was 
travelling in. 

 

The victim 
is being 
represente
d by ZLHR 

22
. 

21 
Aug 

M. S Violation 
of 
freedom 
of 
expressio
n & 
arrests 

ZRP officers arrested and detained  
the leader of the Children of Zimbabwe 
War Veteran Association at Harare 
Central police station.  The victim was 
charged with criminal nuisance for 
allegedly posting some offensive 
statements on facebook between 
March & May 2018 against President 
Mnangagwa. The victim was also 
charged with public violence for 
allegedly participating in the 1st of 
August protests over delays in the 
announcement of presidential results. 

Victim is 
being 
represente
d by ZLHR 

23 01 A.M Assault  A ZNA, officer allegedly assaulted the 
victim with a sjambok before shooting 

The case 
was 
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. Aug him on the right shoulder. The victim is 
a vendor in Harare. AM, who is deaf 
and dumb started running when he 
witnessed people running away from 
the soldiers in Harare’s CBD following 
the MDC Alliance’s violent 
demonstration against the delay in 
announcement of results. The victim 
was unfortunately shot in the process 
and received medical assistance from 
one of the Counselling Services 
Unit)and legal assistance from the 
Forum lawyers.  

reported at 
Harare 
Central 
Police 
under IR 
091060. 
The victim 
is being 
represente
d by the 
Forum 
lawyers.Th
e matter is 
being 
investigate
d under 
Law and 
Order. 

NB: Initials have been used to protect the victims actual identities 

 

FIGURE 1: Perpetrators of violence by institution affiliation 1- 31 August  2018  

 

The ZNA were the main perpetrators of violence accounting for 37% of the violence, 
followed by ZANU PF which accounted for 26%, ZRP  21%, Unknown 6%, traditional 
leaders and suspected State agents acounted for 4% and the MDC-Alliance and the 
CIO accounted for 1%  of the post elections violence. 
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 The ZNA was the main perpetrators of violence that took place in Harare  from the 
1st to the 4th of August 2018. The army was responsible for the seven (7) extra 
judicial killings that happened in Harare’s CBD. As highlighted earlier on following 
the protests,  members of the army embarked on a crackdown of civilians in Harare’s 
high-density surburbs.  In areas like Chitungwiza and Kuwadzana for example 
community members were assaulted by man in military uniforms who were moving 
around the suburbs in military trucks. The army and unidentified man in masks also 
conducted overnight raids on MDC-A supporter’s homes and those suspected to 
have organized the 1st of August protests. For example, on 03 August 2018, Tendai 
Biti one of the MDC-A leaders, Happymore Chidziva the MDC-A youth leader and 
Philian Zamchiya an advisor to Chamisa had their homes raided by soldiers. 
 
The violence spilt over to rural areas in particular Mashonaland Central, West and 
East and in Masvingo were reports of retributive violence on citizens perceived to 
have voted for the MDC or those who acted as polling agents for the MDC Alliance 
were reported. The violations were in the form of harassment and intimidation and 
assault and denial of agricultural inputs and food aid. The perpetrators in the rural 
areas were no longer soldiers but ZANU PF supporters and traditional leaders.   
 
FIGURE 2: Distribution of victims by gender 

 
Of the 274 human rights violations that were documented from the 1st to the 31st of 
August, 167 of the victims were males, 55  were females and 52 whose gender is 
unknown. The variance does not however imply that males are more susceptible to 
violence than their female counterparts, but this might mean more males reported 
their cases than their female counterparts. 
 

FIGURE 3: Distribution of Violations by Province 
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Harare Province recorded the highest number of post elections violance. A total of 
176 cases were documented from Harare province. These violations culminated 
mostly from the violent quelling of the protest march by citizens and the opposition 
MDC-Alliance and the subsequent  hostile crackdown on opposition supporters by 
the military  in Harare’s high-density suburbs. Cases of retributive violence against 
individuals who acted as MDC-A polling agencies were recorded in Mashonaland 
provinces. Bulawayo and the rest of Matebeland provinces were peaceful only one 
violation was documented in Bulawayo. 
 

5.0  Conclusion  

The Forum urges the Government of Zimbabwe to stop all forms of violence 
perpetrated on  real and perceived supporters of the opposition political parties. It 
must further act to restore its commitment to peace and the  rule of law by bringing to 
account all perpetrators of violence regardless of their affiliation.  

	 
 


