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President Robert Mugabe’s order to evict ven-

dors and pirate taxis out of Zimbabwe’s ma-

jor cities has received wide spread condem-

nation from civil society. The move, which 

comes barely two months after ZANU PF leg-

islator Psychology Maziwisa confirmed that 

government had created more than 2.2 mil-

lion jobs within the informal and formal sec-

tor, has been described as a moment of mad-

ness due to its insensitivity to the livelihoods 

of majority of Zimbabweans.    

The informal sector gained prominence 

throughout the country as Zimbabwe is ex-

periencing massive job losses since 2012 and 

analysts expect that more people will find the 

informal sector as the only alternative as 

Zimbabwe’s retrenchment board is swayed 

with the ever increasing number of compa-

nies applying to retrench their work force.  

“This indeed is a moment of madness in Zim-

babwe. The country is faced with huge job 

losses since 2012 in the formal sector as in-

dustry grapples with the liquidity crisis, high 

costs of refurbishing and maintaining ageing 

machinery and stiff competition from cheap 

goods coming through neighboring South 

Africa. The situation is expected to get worse 

as the retrenchment board is seized with re-

trenchment applications from various com-

panies. The informal sector is therefore the 

only available option for citizens to eke out a 

living. The recent pronouncement by the 

president is a direct attack to the livelihoods 

of a majority of Zimbabweans. As civil socie-

ty, we would expect government to 

come up with a plan to ensure 

that industry operates at full 

throttle and ultimately create for-

mal jobs”, said Claris Madhuku, 

chairperson of CiZC youth com-

mittee.  

Speaking to the same publication, 

Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe 

Director Sally Dura pointed out 

that the move by the president is 

an insult to women who are a ma-

jor player in the informal sector.  

“We definitely did not take this 

move kindly as women are the 

largest beneficiaries of the infor-

mal sector. Before the sector 

gained prominence as more men 

found this sector viable following 

job losses, this sector has tradi-

tionally been in the hands of wom-

en. What we expect government, 

through local authorities, to create 

spaces easily accessible by buyers 

for women to operate from. With-

out that, there is no meaningful 

reason for government to order 

vendors out of the cities. Their 

mere presence is due to the fact 

that government has failed to re-

vamp industry. People have no 

jobs and without any government 

support, they create their own 

jobs and what better way to do so 

than the informal sector”, she 

said. 

In a statement yesterday, VISET not-

ed that “An estimated 300 heavily 

armed Zimbabwe Republic Police 

(ZRP) and Harare Municipal Police 

officers have started removing ven-

dors operating from the central busi-

ness district of Harare. The tag line 

for this new sweep is “RESTORE OR-

DER” which is the same with tag for 

Murambatsvina. We are also in-

formed that the same situation is ob-

taining in all major towns and cities 

in the country, including Bulawayo, 

Masvingo, Bindura, Kwekwe, Gweru, 

Mutatre, Zaka and others. VISET 

condemns these acts of barbarism in 

the strongest possible terms.” 

In Bulawayo, the police were seen 

evicting vendors along 11th Avenue 

and Fife Street today around 9:30AM, 

the Bulawayo Vendors and Traders 

Association in a statement said, "We 

strongly condemn and take this as 

slap on citizens of Zimbabwe who are 

bearing the brunt of economic melt-

down, industrial collapse among 

many myriad of economic challenges. 

The ordinary women, youth and the 

disabled are eking a livelihood on the 

streets as desperate survival strategy 

since the economy is on the dol-

drums. Statistics reveal that over 

US$ 7 billion is circulating in the in-

formal sector." 

Popular activist and Chairperson of 

National Vendors Union of Zimbabwe 

Sten Zvorwadza strongly expressed 

his dismay towards the statements made 

by the President Mugabe at a ZANU PF 

youth meeting.  “As the informal sector, 

we will not listen to such nonsense; we 

are going to stay in the streets. He is day 

dreaming. I bet with my head, the presi-

dent has no capacity to remove vendors 

from the street”, said  Zvorwadza. 

However, in an effort to ensure that the 

planned exercise proceeds without any 

hindrances the government arrested 

Zvorwadza on charges of undermining the 

authority of the President under Criminal 

Law (Codification and Reform) Act.  He 

was later released on bail pending trial.  

This is not the first time that the Zimba-

bwean government took harsh position on 

its citizens. In 2008, the government un-

dertook operation restore order that left 

millions homeless as government de-

stroyed houses in most urban areas with-

out any alternative accommodation for 

murambatsvina victims.  

In 2015, Muniucipal Police  destroyed 

and burnt goods worth thousands of dol-

lars, mostly clothing bales as council 

stepped up efforts to remove vendors from 

the central business district.  

Representatives of vendors have been 

making numerous calls to government 

and other stakeholders to consider creat-

ing spaces easily accessed by customers 

to avoid numerous battles with police. 

Vendor representative organisations con-

tinue to resist government pressure to 

move out of the CBD.  

As President Mugabe orders vendors and pirate taxis out of CBDs 
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The recent cabinet reshuffle by President Mu-

gabe is neither inspiring nor is it an attempt to 

arrest the national crisis, in fact it is nothing 
but driven by factional interests in ZANU PF 

and an award ceremony in President Mugabe 

patronage circle. We firmly believe that arrest-

ing the national crisis is pinned on reshuffling 

the presidency.  

While the president has the constitutional 
mandate to appoint and dismiss ministers, the 

CiZC feels that the president has played his 

part before and after Zimbabwe’s independence 

and it is high time he leaves office. Zimbabwe 

needs a younger and fresh leader who can 
bring back Zimbabwe to its jewel of Africa sta-

tus.  

As an organisation, we strongly feel that cabi-

net reshuffles are neither new nor beneficial to 

Zimbabweans at this moment as they do not 

address the key national questions of state le-
gitimacy and the needs of Zimbabweans. The 

recycling of tired ministers who have no capac-

ity nor will to institute radical reforms on the 

economic and political front can only serve the 

egotistic interests of the president in managing 
factionalism within the ruling part and estab-

lishing himself as a life president and One 

CiZC Spokesperson :- Mugabe Must Self Introspect    

CiZC Spokesperson Dumisani Nkomo  

Centre of Power. If anything the re-

shuffle is being used by the President 

to award those that support his bid 
for life presidency and an attack on 

our constitutional democracy by es-

tablishing a family dynasty.  

The cabinet reshuffle will not solve 

any problems that the country is cur-

rently facing. Corruption continues to 
erode Zimbabwe’s social fabric and 

undermine any developmental strate-

gies. A number of Zimbabweans are 

without jobs as the unemployment 

rate continues to skyrocket, bank 
queues which the government prom-

ised will disappear once bond notes 

are introduced still exist. These and 

many other ills call for government to 

put in place strategies to address 

such ills, which are far from the re-
shuffle made this week.     

This reshuffle comes at a time when 

there is serious concern from Zimba-

bweans over the current state of af-

fairs in the country that has seen the 
poverty gap exponentially increase 

and the selective application of rule of 

law being applied in the country. Re-

cently, citizens went into the streets 

to protest against bond notes and the 

deteriorating socio and economic en-
vironment in the country. As CiZC, 

we feel that issues concerning Zimba-

bweans should be of high priority 

that demand radical reforms from 

government and appointments to 
public office should be guided by 

merit and a track record of excellence 

and delivery by those seeking ap-

pointment.  Below we share profiles 

of some of the ministers in Mugabe’s 

cabinet: 

 A number of these members have 

been awarded with key ministries. 

Obert Mpofu, a former Industry 

and Trade Minister well known for 

superintending a ministry that 

failed to account for USD15 billion 
worth of diamonds when he was 

Minister of Mines has been de-

ployed to home affairs. Based on 

the corruption at the home affairs 

ministry and his track record it is 

unlikely that Zimbabweans can 
expect any changes in the minis-

try and in fact should expect an 

escalation of corruption. Mpofu’s 

role will also entail closing demo-

cratic space for civil society and 
dissenting voices as we heard to-

wards the 2018 elections 

 Ignatius Chombo was awarded the 

finance ministry despite a well  

documented profile as one of the 
most corrupt ministers who pre-

sided over the dearth in local gov-

ernments and poor service deliv-

ery amid allegations of creating 

land barons aligned to the ruling 
ZANU PF party and himself as the 

biggest. Zimbabweans should ex-

pect the worst on the economic 

front. In 2010 an investigation by a 

special committee of Harare City 
Councilors into the city’s land 

deals exposed how Chombo as 

Minister directly responsible for 

local authorities used his influ-

ence to acquire vast tracts of 

prime land in Harare at below 
market prices. The report also 

showed that Chombo deployed 

pliant officials from his office to 

the city council, particularly the 

planning and housing depart-
ment. 

 Saviour Kasukuwere who main-

tains his role as Minister Local 

Governance was added with a well 

calculated to move to ensure that 

chiefs, district and provincial ad-

ministrators who are crucial in 

any election report to him. On top of 

his local governance role, 

Kasukuwere’s now includes rural 
development which was formerly 

under Rural Development, Preserva-

tion of Culture and Heritage headed 

by Abednico Ncube. Kasukuwere is 

no stranger to allegations of corrup-

tion in 2016 he is alleged to have 
parceled out 54 residential stands 

in Kambuzuma, Harare where the 

Harare City Council has the sole 

jurisdiction for the land. 

Kasukuwere also illegally dished out 
land in Bulawayo and Chitungwiza 

to Zanu PF youths, a situation 

which has seriously affected service 

delivery in these areas. 

 Happyton Bonyongwe has been ap-

pointed the Minister of Justice, Le-

gal and Parliamentary Affairs. Mr 
Bonyongwe is the current Director 

of the Central Intelligence Organisa-

tion and it is not clear whether he 

still retains that post after appoint-

ment or not. Bonyongwe presided 

over the CIO which is accused of 
perpetrating heinous human rights 

abuses against civil society and op-

position activists. It remains ques-

tionable whether he will be able to 

uphold the rule of law. 

In the current state, Zimbabwe is un-

likely to witness any prospects for ar-

resting the challenges that the nation 

faces. Mugabe’s cabinet reshuffle is 

misplaced and does not inspire confi-

dence. We call upon citizens to register 
to vote in their multitudes and reshuffle 

the presidency and his long serving 

ministers in 2018.  

For and On Behalf of the Crisis in 

Zimbabwe Coalition  

Dumisani O. Nkomo                                    

Chinamasa’s Ministry to thwart democracy  
Pres iden t 

Robert Mu-

gabe gov-

ernment is 

m a k i n g 

efforts to 

t h w a r t 

democratic 

space with-

in the coun-

try’s social 

media arena as the government introduced the 

new Ministry of Cyber Security, Threat Detection 

and Mitigation in the ministerial reassignments 

and appointments made on 9 October 2017. 

Former Minister of Finance and Economic Devel-

opment, Patrick Chinamasa will head the Minis-

try. 

In a statement, the Media Institute of Southern 

Africa (MISA) registered its concerns over the 

ministry.  

“Concerns over the establishment of this minis-

try are informed by a series of veiled threats on 

the use of social media by ministers in the 

month of September 2017. These included Min-

ister Chinamasa himself, Industry and Com-

merce Minister, Mike Bimha, Energy Minister, 

Samuel Undenge, and then Ministers of Home 

Affairs and Media Information and Broad-

casting Services, Dr Ignatius Chombo and 

Chris Mushowe, respectively”, said MISA in 

a statement.  

It is MISA Zimbabwe’s opinion that, Minister 

Chinamasa’s statement that threatened to 

tighten control over use of social media, has 

chilling effects on the use of social media by 

the citizenry. In his threat, made amid 

claims that social media was the cause of 

shortages of basic commodities and bank 

notes in the country, Chinamasa said; 

“The cause was social media, which means 

that it is a security issue. There is a political 

agenda, a regime change agenda. We are 

going to seriously look at what happened 

with a view to take corrective measures in 

the security arena….” 

MISA is therefore concerned that these 

statements, and other ones made by other 

high-ranking public officials in the past, col-

lectively hint at government’s position on the 

use of social media by citizens to express 

themselves and access to information.  This 

position goes against the letter and spirit of 

Section 61 and 62 of the constitution of 

Zimbabwe, which guarantee the exercise of 

freedom of expression by both the 

citizens and the media. 

MISA Zimbabwe takes notes that 

these unfortunate threats have 

resulted in self-censorship, by the 

citizenry when engaging on topical 

issues affecting the country. This 

censorship, of not only individuals 

using social media, but also the 

media, who have on occasion, 

been chastised for incorporating 

developments and citizen opinion 

on pertinent socio-economic and 

political issues as expressed 

online, in their reportage. 

MISA Zimbabwe therefore im-

presses upon the government that 

citizens have the right to freely 

express themselves online and of-

fline. At the same time, the media 

has the right to truthfully report 

and inform the nation on events 

as they unfold without fear and 

undue hindrances as constitution-

ally guaranteed. 

On 21 September 2017 MISA Zim-

babwe convened an Internet Gov-

ernance multi-stakeholder 

meeting in Harare which re-

solved that Zimbabwe’s cyber 

security framework should 

strike a healthy balance be-

tween the promotion and pro-

tection of individual users’ fun-

damental rights to freedom of 

expression, access to infor-

mation, privacy and national 

and regional security. 

The government should there-

fore ensure that the country has 

balanced and effective cyberse-

curity measures in place to pro-

tect public and national inter-

ests while observing the coun-

try’s bill of rights. 

In reiterating the Internet Gov-

ernance conference resolution,  

MISA Zimbabwe notes the im-

portance of the building of trust 

and respect for these rights by 

ministries and other appointees 

that will be tasked with respon-

sibilities on cybercrimes and 

cyber security in the country. 

Patrick Chinamasa-The Men given the task to 

silence social media ahead of 2018 elections   
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Election Update 

BLITZ PHASE 1 

On Tuesday the 10th of October 2017, the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission offi-

cially added new voter registration centres country wide. ZEC has been under pres-

sure from civil society for failing to live up to expectations in terms of election ad-

ministration, quality of service of service at voter registration centres, transparency 

and adequacy of resources that will ensure a credible biometric voter registration 

process.  

THE BLITZ THUS FAR 

Civil society continues to unearth irregularieties within the Biometric Voter Regis-

tration process, issues include the distances that people travel to the nearest regis-

tration centres, limited voter education since BVR is a new process that has its 

own set of requirements compared to the previous manual registration system.  

There are also places that have been short changed of registration centres despite 

the initiation of phase 1 of the blitz. Such areas include Harare Central Constitu-

ency which only has Town House as a registration centre.  

The distribution of centres continues to be a cause for concern with some areas 

having more centres than others for instance in Chipinge alone, there are almost 

one hundred new centres while there are still no nearby centres in Waterfalls, 

Westlea, and Sunridge. 

Civil society has also noted that the registration process in urban centres is very 

slow with citizens spending close to three hours at registration centres. This has 

cast doubt on the potential to reach the targeted 7 million potential voters.  

Monitors in rural areas have also indicated that in some areas traditional 

leaders are charging citizens 25cents in Filabusi to stamp the proof of resi-

dence letters while a number of centres continue to operate without com-

missioners of oaths. This has seen lawyers and seating MPs volunteering 

their services as commissioners at various centres however the initiatives by 

individuals fall short. 

There is a worrying trend that only a few citizens are registering to vote, a 

situation blamed on limited voter education by the Zimbabwe Election Com-

mission. At the end of the initial voter registration phase, ZEC announced 

that only 10 000 citizens had registered to vote at the initial 63 registration 

centres.  

Civil society continues to play a major role in mobilising citizens in order to 

ensure that people increase in numbers at registration centres. Civil Society 

are convening voter education trainings in partnership with community 

based organisations in a bid to get people to exercise their right to vote freely 

and in full confidence.     

As phase 1 continues to endure until the 26th, the country will be keeping a 

close eye on ZEC in order to ensure that they remain true to their mandate 

of providing a credible biometric voter registration process.  

HEAL Zimbabwe Updates on BVR Process  

Manicaland Province 

Buhera ward 25 

Vengai Muchinami a Village Development 

Committee (VIDCO) member intimidated com-

munity members during a community meeting 

conducted on the 2nd of October 2017 at 

Matsetsa Business Centre. He announced that 

the BVR process will allow ZANU PF to identify 

all community members who would have voted 

against ZANU PF. He also stated that once this 

is done, they will then embark on door to door 

exercises beating up the “culprits”. 

Mashonaland East 

Maramba Pfungwe ward 6 

On Tuesday the 9th of October 2017, ZANU PF 

District chairperson Cleopas Kotuku, village 

head Chirinda and his secretary Edson 

Maworera forced people to pay 50 cents to-

wards the issuance of the proof of residence to 

be used for the BVR process. This happened in 

Chirinda village in ward 6. 

Maramba Pfungwe ward 6 

Village head Kerious Marekera intimidated 

community members during a community 

meeting conducted on the 9th of October 2017 

in Mukwatsine village. The village head or-

dered community members to submit registra-

tion slips to him once they register to vote. He 

further highlighted that the BVR process will 

reveal to ZANU PF the candidates that people 

will have voted for. 

Maramba Pfungwe ward 1 

Councillor Pedzisai Makoma intimidated com-

munity members during a meeting at Nyanzou 

Primary school on the 4th of October 2017. At 

this meeting, Councillor Makoma announced 

that people who will vote for the opposition 

will be detected by the BVR machines, hence 

they should repent from supporting the oppo-

sition. Councillor Makoma further highlighted 

that all opposition party supporters will be 

heavily beaten after the 2018 elections. 

Maramba Pfungwe ward 2 

Maramba Pfungwe Member of Parliament, 

Washington Musvaire intimidated village 

heads during a meeting conducted on the 

10th of October 2017 at Gowe Business 

centre. He instructed all Village heads to 

record people’s names as they register to 

vote and ensure that they record their de-

tails and serial numbers of voter registra-

tion slips. 

Mutoko South ward 26 

ZANU PF District Chairperson Gift Chirova 

and Kudakwashe Nyagano told people at 

Corner Store Business centre in ward 26 

that after registering to vote, each person 

should submit the serial number of the 

registration slip to their village heads and 

ZANU officials.  They said this on the 9th 

of October 2017. Chirova and Nyagano 

threatened those who defy with violence 

and evictions. 

Mutoko East ward 17 

On 10 October 2017, ZANU PF Youth 

chairperson Kuda Kagoro directed all tra-

ditional leaders to force-march people to 

BVR registration centres. He instructed 

them that each traditional leader should 

go with people within his jurisdiction to 

the registration centre and make sure eve-

ryone registers to vote. Kagoro also told 

the Traditional leaders to compile names 

of people who refuse to cooperate. 

Mutoko South ward 28 

Councillor Tapiwa Chiziwe addressed a 

meeting at Hoyuyu Business centre on the 

10th of October 2017. He told people that 

they were supposed to submit serial num-

bers of their registration slips to their vil-

lage heads. 

Mudzi South ward 13 

On 10 October 2017, ZANU PF District 

Chairperson Smart Chizhowa ordered vil-

lage heads to force-march people to BVR 

registration centres. Chizhowa also in-

formed the Village heads to compile names 

of people as they register to vote. 

Mudzi North ward 3 

On 10 October 2017, David Chimukoko a 

former Councillor from ZANU PF ordered 

village heads to force people within their 

jurisdiction to go and register to vote. 

Chimukoko also told Village heads that 

they should compile names of people after 

registration. 

Mutoko South ward 21 

On 09 October 2017, a ZANU PF member 

only identified as Mai Rimakamwe took 

down voter registration slip serial num-

bers from people who had finished regis-

tering to vote at Gumbure Primary School. 

Murehwa Ward 16 

On 10 October 2017, ZANU PF ward 

chairperson, Temba Chimombe instructed 

Village heads not to sign affidavit forms 

for opposition party members. Chimombe 

also told the Village heads to compile 

names of everyone who registers to vote in 

the area. 

Mashonaland Central 

Mt Darwin North ward 5 

On 09 October 2017, Councillor Rainess 

Ben announced during a meeting at 

Tsenga Primary school that all Village 

heads were supposed to compile names of 

people who would have registered as vot-

ers. On 10 October 2017, Village heads 

Museredza and Kabayira were seen taking 

down serial numbers of voter slips from 

people who had registered. 

Mt Darwin North ward 33 

On 11 October 2017, Village heads Chigu-

ma and Kambewu force marched people to 

Bandimba Primary school to register to 

vote. 

Mt Darwin North ward 33 

On 11 October 2017, Village heads Chigu-

ma and Kambewu force-marched people to 

Bandimba Primary School to register to 

vote. The Village heads also told people to 

submit serial numbers of their reg-

istration slips to them after the reg-

istration process. 

Masvingo Province 

Bikita East Ward 20 

On the 4th of October 2017, Coun-

cillor Martin Chiwacha addressed a 

meeting at Chiroorwe ward centre 

and announced that BVR machines 

will allow ZANU PF to identify op-

position party supporters. He stat-

ed that after the 2018 elections, 

they will use information from the 

BVR equipments to identify all op-

position party supporters. He fur-

ther indicated that all those who 

will be identified shall be thorough-

ly beaten soon after the election 

results are announced hence peo-

ple should vote “wisely”. 

Mashonaland West 

 Chegutu East ward 17 

On 8 October 2017, Councillor Mi-

chael Marecha convened a meeting 

at Musengezi farmers’ hall at 

Dombwe Township. At the meeting, 

he announced that the BVR is go-

ing to help ZANU PF identify oppo-

sition party members. He further 

stated that all those who will be 

detected to shall be beaten up soon 

after the 2018 election results are 

announced. 

Kariba ward 3 

On 10 0ctober 2017, ZANU PF Dis-

trict Chairperson, Clever Chitofu 

and ZANU PF member Wayne Mu-

paraganda, took down serial num-

bers of voter registration slips from 

people who had registered to vote 

at Nyanheve Primary School and 

Ambassador Church polling sta-

tion. 


